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NOTE. 


)^iiV>risHm^'  theee  hasli!y-T</rilten  Letters  in  tht^  form, 
the  writer's  only  object  is  to  aid  in  making  Nahant,  ii^ 
<iesirablene83  ?.s  a  healihfu!  smnmei -residence,  Jind  as  a 
<|uiet  and  delightful  watering  })!aCG/^  more  generally 
knoH'n, — especially  among  travellers  and  tourist?  iVom  \a- 
rious  sections  of  our  country.  He  claims  but  little  cied- 
ii  on  the  score  of  orignality, — the  labor  having  been  in  :i 
great  degree  that  of  compilation;  and  if  their  present  piib- 
iication  Fhall  do  anything  in  spreading  llie  knowledge 
<  r  nddii]g  to  the  interest  of  Nahant,  or  afford  to  its  reg- 
Jtnis  and  visiters,  amusement  for  a  leisure  hvur,  ail  lii* 
i::4i  %v\l\  have  been  fully  accompIitL'ed. 


LETTL'U  T. 


"lolniaa^s  Hott'I — Hea.d'Quy.i  ter£  of  Fashion — Letive  b.isi- 
jiess  nt  iiome — Mr  Holman  and  his  management — Sea- 
air  and  fish— Lcv/is^s  History  of  Lynn — Nahani  luorl' 
gaged  for  .€20  sterling-. 

\Vi:  arc  on  the  busy  juove  here  The  season,  al- 
♦  hou'rh  perhaps  a  little  later  tlian  usual,  so  far  lia? 
v^|>en(jd  very  favorably.  Hohnan's  Hou.sc  is  tlu; 
great  head-cjiiartcrs  of  fashion,  gaiety  and  enjoy- 
iiicni — and  is  not  only  exceedingly  well-filied  as  to 
nuniheri:,  but  in  all  other  rcs])ccts,  well.  The  coni- 
pany  of  course,  i?;  very  large;  yel  they  are  jirovided 
wiiii  everything  desirable,  and  there  is  no  reason 
'why  they  should  not  enjoy  themselves.  Notes  j^ass 
occasionally,  and  the  sweetest  notes  from  the  piano 
and  the  hunjan  voice  are  often  to  be  heard;  but 
jiotes  to  pay  are  seldom  thought  of.  When  people 
come  here  they  generally  leave  business  aflairs  be- 
hind them,  and  forget,  so  far  as  they  may,  the  trials 
raid  perplexities  incident  to  business-life.  Nahani 
is  the  place  for  relaxation,  where  one  wants  to  pas< 
a  few  weeks  of  unvexed  leisure;  where  Ijc  may,  by 
the  aid  of  the  sea-air,  the  bath  and  other  vir:ues  of 
the  jdace,  invigorate  his  whole  system,  and  sit  the 


Fame  lime,  enjoy  uiiallcyed  with  liarrassing  caro$, 
the  delights  of  social  intercourse. 

Amidst  all  Is  is  company,  and  whatever  h.is  muhi- 
farious  duties,  or  whatever  excitements  others  mny 
icelj  iMr  liolman  i:s  always  the  Fame, — calm,  unrnf- 
lled,  coui  teous,  and  rofar  as  his  hoiif^c  is  concei  iicrh 
present  everywhere.  He  is  a  man  of  a  miilion.  and 
by  his  ^'cntlemanly  hearing,  kindnes^s  and  attention 
to  every  hod}',  his  jtrerience  adds  to  the  attractions, 
as  it  does  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  tiiis  de- 
lightful summer  rcsoi  t. 

The  sca-air  of  Nahaut  was  never  more  pure  or 
more  invigoraliiig  to  the  constitution,  than  at  the 
present  season.  The  fish, — ahutidant  and  fme  as 
tl)ey  always  are, — appear  to  he  this  season  even 
more  abundant  tlian  usual.  They  are  taken  daily, 
in  great  numbers  witli  a  light  rod,  from  otTthe  rocks 
near  the  hotel,  and  some  gentlemen  are  seen  for- 
warding fine  strings  of  large  Perch  to  their  frienils 
ill  the  w^arm  and  dusty  city. 

As  1  may  rcniain  here,  in  nio.'^i  excellent  (pjartere, 
for  a  few  days,  I  propose  to  say  few  words,  as  leis- 
ure affords  opportunity,  about  Nahant,  its  history, 
characteristics,  Sic.  Tbti  name  and  fame  of  Na- 
hant have  been  rehearsed  and  sung  by  proser  and 
poet,ar.d  its  ro(ksand  beaches  have  been  the  tiieme 
of  the  historiaji  and  the  subject  of  the  painter, — 
aiul  y(  t  the  half  kuis  never  been  said,  sung  or  paint- 
C(L  1  do  not  su})pose,  however,  that  I  shall  l»e  able 
to  furnish  nnytriing  very  original,  in  what  1  may 
have  to  oHcr.  J  shall  give  such  facts  as  I  may  be 
able  to  gather  in  relation  to  its  Idstory,  its  early  ap- 
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pearanctis  and  uses,  natural  history  nml  curiosities^ 
niul  shall  rely  on  others  to  furnish  most  of  the  ma- 
terial, raw  or  nitinnnicturcd,  just  I  can  lind  it  to 
suit  iny  purpose.  Aionzo  Lewis,  Esq.  in  his  histo- 
ry of  Lynn,  has  given  a  great  amount  of  interesting 
historical  information,  eoucernini^  Nahant,  and  Ironi 
his  VYOik  in  particular,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make 
hheral  quotation.--'. 

It  may  yet  appear  that  some  of  our  friends  in 
Charlestown  are  more  iiUeresied  in  Nahant  than 
tlicy  now  imagine,  for  I  hnd  by  a  quotation  from 
the  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Sufiblk,  that  Winnejnir- 
kitt,  one  of  the  Sagamores,  in  .-\j)]-il  105'i,  mortga- 
ged '-all  that  Tract  or  Nech  of  Lain!,  commonly 
called  Nahant,"  to  Nicholas  Davison  of  Charles- 
town,  ''for  twenty  })ounds  sterling  desv  many  yeer.'* 
What  may  grow  out  of  tfic  discovery  of  this  fact 
I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  true  that  the  Nahant  was 
for  many  years  the  subject  of  zealous  litigation. 
The  Plantation  tinally  held  it,  against  Farmer  Dex- 
ter's  purchase  and  clyi/n. 


letti::r  n. 


NahaiUa — Naiiatiton — the  Saclicni  Montowaaipute — Visit  to 
England — Deatii — Sniiill  pox  cimong  the  Indians — btnf:>- 
olencc  ol*  Samuel  Maverick — Winnepm  kitt  an  iveb-  to  ihr 
Miccession  of  his  brother,  aged  13  years — Illarries  Joane. 
o(  Naiiant — theii  children — WinnepurUitt  goes  to  Barha- 
does — Is  the  last  of  the  Sagamores — Aberginijias  tjul 
their  Snchem — **Squa\v  Sachem.*' 
Naha.xt  is  said  to  be  an  Indian  term,  ine«'ining  ;in 
Island.    This  njay  be  feo,  but  I  think  a  difierent  d**- 
fniition  lias  been  given,  not  now  remembered.  Na- 
lianta  was  the  wile  of  an  Indian  Chief,  and  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  the  saunks  or  queen  of  nlontowani- 
paie.    Nalianton  was  a  cousin  of  this  chiei*,  aiid 
Avns  born  (on  Naliant?)  in  IGOG. 

Montowampate  was  tlie  Saclicni  of  the  Saijgu> 
Indians  and  lived  on  Sagamore  Hill,  a  high  blufl* 
rock,  near  the  bead  of  Long  Beach  in  hynu.  lie 
Jiad  tlie  jurisdiction  of  Lynn  and  Pdarblehead.  h  is 
related  of  Monto  wain  pate  that,  "having  been  de- 
frauded of  twenty  beaver  skins,  by  a  man  in  Eng- 
land named  Watts,  he  went  to  Governor  "SVinrfirop, 
on  the  '2G{\\  March,  ](j3I,  to  Bolicit  his  assistan.'e  in 
recovering  their  value.  TIjc  Governor  entertained 
bim  kindly,  and  gave  him  a  letter  to  Emanuel 
Downing,  Esq.  of  London.    Tradition  asserts  that 


he  went  to  England,  where  he  was  received  with 
much  respect,  and  obtained  remuneration  for  his 
lur;  but  disliking  the  EngHsh  delicacies,  he  hasten-^ 
ed  back  to  Saugus,  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  clams 
and  succatash."  This  Sachem,  who  was  called  al- 
so James  Sagamore,  died  in  December  1633,  of  the 
small  pox.  Gov  AVinthrcp  gives  the  following  in- 
teresting account  of  his  death,  and  of  tlie  ravages 
of  that  horrible  disease,  among  the  natives: 

"1G33,  December  5.]  John  Sagamore  died  of  the 
small  pox,  and  almost  all  his  people;  (above  thirty 
buried  by  Mr  Maverick  of  Winesefnett  in  one  day.) 
The  towns  in  the  bay  t(iok  away  many  of  the  chil- 
dren; but  most  of  them  died  soon  after. 

*'James  Sagamore  of  Sagus,  died  also,  anrl  )riost  of 
hia  folks.  John  Sagamore  desired  to  be  brought 
among  the  English,  (so  he  was;)  and  promised  (if  he 
recovered)  to  live  v/ith  the  English  and  serve  their 
God.  He  left  one  son,  which  he  dis{)osed  to  Mr 
Wilson,  the  pastor  of  Boston;  to  be  brought  up  by 
Jiim.  lie  gave  to  the  governour  a  good  quantity  of 
wampomi)eague,  and  to  divers  othersof  the  Englisii 
he  gave  gifts;  and  took  order  for  the  payment  of 
own  debts  and  his  men's.  He  died  in  a  {)ersuasion 
that  he  should  goto  the  Englishmen's  God.  Divers 
of  them,  in  their  sickness,  confessed  that  the  English- 
men's God  was  a  good  God  ;  and  that,  if  ihey  rerov- 
ercd,  they  would  serve  him. 

wrought  much  with  them,  that  when  their 
own  |)eoj)lc  forsook  theni,  yet  the  English  came  dai- 
ly and  ministered  to  them;  and  yet  few,  only  two 
families,  took  any  infection  by  it.     Among  otijcr.-*, 
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Mr  Maverick  of  Winesemett,  is  v/orthy  of  a  perpet- 
ual remembrance.  Himself,  his  wife  nnd  servants, 
wont  daily  to  tliem,  mini>teretl  to  their  necessitief?, 
nnd  buried  tlicir  dead,  and  took  liome  njany  of  their 
children.    So  did  other  of  their  neighbors/* 

Montowampate,  (or  James  Sagamore,)  \vas  suc- 
ceeded in  iiis  govern irjent,  by  his  brother  Winne- 
purkitt,  at  the  age  of  13  year?,  end  this  chief,— it 
may  be  interesting  to  remark  here, — married  his 
wife  from  NahaiiL  Winne})nrkitt,  otherwise  call- 
ed George  llumney  ?Jar.sh,  was  born  at  Medford, 
probably  in  the  year  16*20,  and  resiiled  there  with 
Jjis  father  until  called  to  the  vacant  Sachemship  of 
his  brother,  in  1G33.  Concei-ning  his  vvife  and  her 
lauiilyj  Lewis  Ims  gathered  the  following: 

"Poqnannum.  or  ])ark  Skin,  lived  on  NahanT.  He 
bad  two  children.  I.  Queakussen,  born  in  IGU, 
^:nd  generally  known  by  the  familiar  appellation  of 
^^Caj)tain  Tofn."  He  removed  to  Pdistick,  and  af- 
terwards to  Faturket.  Mr  Gookin,  in  a  deposition, 
3G8G,  pays  Jje  is  *'an  Indian  of  good  rej)Ute,  and 
[>rofesses  tlie  Cln-istian  religion.'-  2.  Ahawayets- 
quaine,  called  Joane,  who  married  Winnepurkitt 

Wimje|>r.rkitt,(ns  I  jnuch  prefer  to  s])eak  of  these 
native  children  of  the  forest  by  their  Indian  names,) 
v/as  the  ])roprietor  of  Deer  Island  in  Jloston  har- 
bor. He  had  three  daughters,  viz:  Petagnnsk,  call- 
ed Cicely;  ^Vuttaqnatt;nusk,  or  the  Little  Wahuit, 
called  Sarah;  Petagoonaqnah,  called  Susannah, — 
In  the  latter  ])art  of  his  lite  he  went  to  B  n'badoes. 
ll  is  eup}>osed  that  he  was  carried  there  with  the 
prisoners  who  were  sold  for  slaves  at  the  end  of 
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Philiips  war.  He  was  also  ihc  proprietor  of  tliis 
tract  of  land  on  which  ^Jarbkhead  was  built,  whirii 
was  so!il  to  t]iat  town,  after  his  death,  b}^  his  heirt-; 
and  [je  seems  to  have  liad  a  claim  to  Nahaiit,  from 
his  giving       Davison  a  mortgage  of  it. 

Winnepurkitt  was  tf.c  last  of  the  Lynn  Saga- 
jnorcs?!  lie  dieil  in  1G34,  soon  after  liis  return  froni 
Barbadocs;  and  his  wife, — the  first  Vvoocd  and  prob- 
a})ly  the  fn'st  weddetl  of  tiie  native  chilciren  of  Na- 
hant, — died  tlie  following  year. 

The  Saugiis  or  Lynn  Indians  belonged  to  the 
great  nation  called  Aberginian.^,  extending  from 
Cliarle.s  Iliver  to  the  .Merrimack,  governeil  by  a 
powerful  Sachem,  called  Nanepashemct  or  the  New 
jMoon.  The  Sagamores  Wonohaquaftam,  (John 
Sagamore  of  V/inesemelt,);  l»Iontowanipate,  (James 
Sagamore  of  Lynn,);  and  Winnepurkitt,  the  last  of 
the  Sagan^ore«,  were  tlie  sons  of  the  "New  Moon," 
who  had  a  daughter  also,  calleui  x\bigail.  Whether 
Marconomond,  the  Sagamore  of  Agav/am,  (now  Ip- 
«wieli,)  was  of  the  same  family,  I  have  not  ascer- 
tained. Nanc]>asliemct  lived  at  Medford,  and  was^ 
killed  about  the  year  161!).  The  government  was 
continued  by  his  queen,  called  "Squaw  Sachem,"  to 
whom  most  of  the  tribes  in  Massachusetts  were 
subject.  In  .1035,  she  had  a  second  husband,  whose 
name  was  Wap])acowet. 

So  mucl)  I  have  thought  it  might  be  interesting 
to  say  relative  to  the  history  of  these  Indians,  wJio 
Imd  so  much  to  do  witii  Nahunt,  &5  *his  early  pe- 
riod of  our  history. 


LEITER  IlL 


pNrnerfiiup  of  Nahant- -"Black  William''  the  oriirinal  pro- 
prietor— lie  sold  it  to  Thomas  Dexter  for  a  ciiit  of  clothe* 
— Dexter'a  lawsuit  with  the  plantation  for  Nahant — Df- 
pusitions  and  historical  information — Nabant  used  for 
pasturing  Cattle,  nnd  agriin  ?o!d  for  "tvro  pciule  stones." 

As  regards  the  original  ownership  of  Naliant,  it  up- 
yjeais  to  be  evident,  thai  in  j6'29,  it  l)OiO!jged  to  an 
Indian  Chief,  who  was  called  hy  the  Eni^lish,  Duke 
William  or  i3iack  Wih'.  Jiis  father  was  a  Sachem, 
lived  at  Swan)pscot,  and  died  before  the  Englisli 
nrrivcd.  Black  William  v.'as  killed  by  some  of  the 
white  i)eople,  in  1G33. 

''Nahant  seems  to  have  been  sold  several  times  to 
(iitlereiit  individuals,  by  Black  Vv'^jlh'am,  who  also 
gave  it  to  tlie  plantation  for  a  sheep  pa-^ture.  A 
fence  of  rails  put  near  together,  was  made  across 
the  reach  near  Nahant  to  keep  out  the  v/olves,  as  it 
i:j  said  those  animals  do  not  climb.  In  autumn  the 
swine  were  let  loose  in  the  woods,  that  they  might 
fatten  themselves  on  nuts  and  acorns." 

In  1G30,  Black  ^Villiam  sold  Nahant  to  Thomas 
Dexter,  for  a  suit  of  clothes^  a  fact  in  the  history  of 
Nahant,  which  has  become  very  generally  known. 
Thomas  Dexter  lived  on  the  v.'estern  bank  of  Sau- 
gus  river,  was  an  active  and  enterprising  man,  and 


probably  somctbing  of  a  land  speculator.  Hebnllt 
a  mill  and  a  wear  across  Saui^us  river;  owned  eight 
iiiindred  acres  of  land,  and  by  way  of  excellence, 
was  called  Farmer  Dexter.  Among  bis  other  spec- 
iilationSjbc  purchased  Nahant  of  Black  William  for 
ft  suit  of  clothes.  This  pnrchase  gave  rise  to  an 
expensive  law-suit  between  Farmer  Dexter  and  the 
town,  in  1657,  the  following  account  of  v.'hich  is  ta- 
ken from  Lewi?,  who  quotes  from  the  files  of  the 
Quarterly  Court: 

*^]Mr  Thomas  Dexter,  who  claimed  Nabant  as  a 
[)Grchar:e  from  Black  Wilham,  commenced  an  ac- 
tion, at  the  Quarterly  Court,  on  the  3d  of  June, 
n;:ainst  the  town,  for  occupying  it.  The  case  was 
defended  by  Tlicmas  Laighton,  George  Keysar, 
Ilobert  Coats,  and  Josepli  Armilnge,  in  behalf  of 
the  town.    The  following  depositions  v/ere  given: 

1 .  ''Edward  Ireson,  aged  57  yeares  or  there  abouts, 
swornc,  saith,  that  livcing  v/ith  Mr  Thomas  Dexter, 
I  carried  the  fencing  stufle  which  master  Dexter 
sett  up  to  fence  in  Naijant,  his  ))art  with  the  rest  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  being  and  living  with  mr  Dex- 
ter,-! never  lieard  him  say  a  word  of  his  buying  of 
Nahant,  but  only  his  interest  in  Nahant  for  his  fenc- 
ing with  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  this  was  about 
25  years  since,  and  afier  this  fence  was  set  up  at  na- 
iinnt,  all  tiie  new  comers  were  to  give  two  shillings 
sixpence  a  head  or  a  piece  vnto  the  setters  upof  tlie 
fence  or  inhabitants,  and  some  of  Salem  brought 
Cattell  alsoe  to  nahant,  which  were  to  give  soe." 

2.  "The  Testimony  of  Samuel  W lilting  senr:  of 
ye  Towne  of  Liuno,  Saith,  that  Mr  Humphries  did 
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desire  tlmt  mr  Eaton  and  his  company  niigijt  not 
only  buy  Nahant,  but  the  ^vhole  Towne  of  Liniie. 
mu\  that  njr  Cobbet  and  he  and  others  of*  the  towii& 
ncnt  to  nir  Eaton  to  offer  both  to  him,  and  to  con;- 
3nii  themselves  to  tlie  ])rovidence  of  Cod,  and  at  that 
time  there  v;as  none  that  K-iid  claim  to  or  pleaded 
any  interest  in  nahant,  Save  tlie  tov/n,  and  at  that 
tiine  faru^ier  Dexter  hved  in  th.e  tov/ne  of  Linne." — 
The  Mr  Eaton  here  mentioned,  was  Thcophiln.^ 
Eaton,  afterwards  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

3.  '*Thc  De]).  of  Daniel  Salmon,  a^^ed  about  45 
yeares,  saith,that  he  being  master  llnmphreye's  ser- 
vant, and  about  23  yeares  agon,  there  being  v;olve& 
in  nahant^  coniGianded  that  the  v/holo  traine  band 
to  u,OQ  drive  them  out,  because  it  did  belong  to  th(. 
whole  towne,  and  firmer  Dexter'^  n^ien  being  theu 
lit  training,  went  widi  the  ve»^t." 

4.  "This  I  Joseph  Armitage,  aged  57  or  tliere 
abouTs;  doe  testifie,  tliat  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
yeares  agoe,  ^Tee  had  a  gcnerall  towne  meeting  ii^ 
Liu,  at  that  meeting  there  v/as  much  discour^sa 
ubont  nahant,  the  men  that  did  Hrst  fence  at  nahant 
and  by  an  act  of  gcnerall  court  did  apprehend  by 
fencing  that  nahant  was  tiieires,  myself  by  purchase 
iiavcing  a  i>art  therein,  afier  much  agitation  in  the 
meeting,  and  by  persuasion  of  n^r  Cobbitt,  they  that 
ilien  did  jdcad  a  right  by  fencing,  did  yichi  up  all 
their  right  freely  to  the  Inliabitants  of  the  Towne, 
of  wljicli  Thomas  Dexter  senr  v/as  one.'^ 

''We,  Geo.  Sagomore and  the  Sagoniore  of  Ag- 
uv.afu,  doc  testify  that  DukeWilliam  so  called  did  sell 
tdl  Nahai-U  unto  ffarmcr  Dexter  fur  a  suite  of  cloathe?. 


which  cloathcs  ffarmcr  Dexter  had  again,  aiul  gave 
vnto  DukeWilliam  so  called  2  or  3  coatcs  for  it  again.' 
This  deposition  was  :signed  with  an  S,  as  the  mark 
•of  ^Mascononiond;  and  with  a  bow  and  arrow,  as  tiie 
iiiark  of  Winncpurkitt. 

"Other  (]e|)ositio!is  were  given  by  Richard  \Vaiker, 
Edward  Molyoke,  George  Farr,  Christopher  Lind- 
?cy,  William  l>i.vcy,  \Viliiaia  ^V'^itter,  John  Rams- 
<hdl5  John  Hedge,  Vv'illiam  Ilarcher,  and  Joini 
i.egg.  The  Coiu't  decided  in  fiivor  of  the  defenil- 
ants;  and  Mr  Dexter  appealed  to  the  Court  of  As- 
sistants." 

The  two  following  paragraph?,  also  from  Lewis, 
:afrord  some  further  information  concerning  Nahanr, 
ond  the  use  which  vras  made  of  it.  AVilliam  Dixey 
'Came  over  as  a  servant  of  Tdr  Isaac  Johnson,  and 
was  admitted  a  freeman  in  iG3L 

On  Fiis  arrival,  application  was  made  by  his  mas- 
ter, for  him  and  others,  "for  a  place  tositt  downe  in; 
vipon  which,'''  lie  sa3'.s^  "mr,  Endecott  did  give  nia 
and  the  rest  leave  to  goe  where  wee  would;  upon 
which  I  went  to  Saugust,  now  Linne,  and  there  we; 
inet  with  Sagamore  James  an.fl  som  other  indians, 
whoe  did  give  nie  and  the  rest  leaue  to  dv/ell  there 
or  lliereabouts;  whereupon  I  and  the  rest  of  my 
masters  company  did  cut  g-rass  for  our  cattell,  and 
»:opt  iheni  u[)on  naliant  for  som  space  of  time:  for 
the  Indian  James  Sagamore  and  the  rest  did  give  me 
and  the  rest,  in  behalf  of  my  master  Johnson,  vrhat 
land  v/e  v.'ould;  wherenj)on  wee  sett  down  in  Sau- 
c:nst,  and  had  quiet  possession  of  it  by  the  above  said 
ln»]lans,  and  kept  our  cattell  in  naliant  the  sum.cr 
:»)]lowing.*' 


IGoO.  "William  Witter  was  a  farmer,  and  resided 
at  S\Yami)scot.  Me  says,  *'13!acke  will,  or  duke  wil- 
jiam,  so  called,  came  to  my  house  (which  was  two 
or  three  miles  from  Nahaiit)  when  Thomas  Dexter 
had  hougiit  Nahaiit  for  a  su'ft  of  clothes,  tlie  sai^i 
Black  will  Asked  me  what  I  would  give  him  for  the 
Land  n)y  house  stood  v])])on,  it  beini^^  his  land,  and 
Jiis  fTathcr's  wigwame  stood  tlieir  ahouts,  James 
Sagomore  and  John,  and  the  Sagoujore  of  Aga- 
wame,  and  diners  niore,  Antl  George  Sagomore, 
heing  a  youth  was  present,  all  of  thenj  acknowlldg- 
inge  Dlack  will  to  be  tlie  Right  owner  of  the  Land 
my  Jiouse  slooti  on,  and  Sagomoro  Hiil  and  Nahaat 
was  all  his;'*  and  a^hls  that  he  bought  Nahaut  and 
Sagomer  Hill  and  Swamscoate  of  Black  William 
for  two  pestle  stones." 

Jt  would  appear  from  the  fn^st  of  the  above  {p.ic- 
tations  that  Sagamore  Jaujcs,  {iMontowani[)ate,)  ex- 
ercised llic  authority  of  his  government  in  disposing 
of  Nahanr,  or  at  least  of  the  use  of  it,  while  from  the 
seconil  jjaragra])!).  according  to  Witter,  he  allowed 
that  it  belonged  to  Black  AV'illiam.  Winnepurkiif, 
his  successor,  also  attemj)ted  to  dispose  of  it,  as  ap- 
j)ears  by  the  mortgage  already  mentioned.  But 
liiis  last  sale  of  Nahant,  including  Sagamore  Mill, 
(where  the  reigning  monarchs  a[)pcar  to  have  resid- 
ed,) and  Swampscot,  *^for  two  pestle  stones,"  is 
cheap  beyond  all  accoimt* 
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LETTER  IV. 


Use  mriile  of  Naliant — Swine  let  loose  ia  tha  wooJs— 
Descriplioii  of  .\alsanf,  in  16^33,  written  by  Willia:'.! 
Wood — Very  full  and  complete — Remarks. 

I  gave  you  in  my  last  some  very  interesting  paniou- 
lars  relative  to  the  History  of  Naliant  and  its  own- 
ership. The  facts  stated  iri  the  extracts  tlien  coiu- 
niunicated,  were  mostly  new  to  me,  or  if  I  liad  seen 
tJjem  in  print  hefore,  it  was  in  such  connection  witf} 
other  matter  as  to  esca[)e  my  particular  attcnfioii 
It  was  clear,  it  seemed  to  me,  by  the  dc[}ositions 
from  llic  files  of  the  Court,  tiiat  Duke  V/illiam  re- 
ally sold  Nahant  to  Farmer  Dexter;  but  it  docs  not 
vippear  that  lie  e\  er  obtained  possession  of  his  pur- 
chase. From  the  very  fu'st,  it  w\^s  used  as  fi  pis- 
luro,  common  to  the  plantation,  althougfi  infested  by 
wolves,  bears  and  other  wild  beast?.  Even  from 
Salem,  the  settlers  brought  their  cattle  to  Nahaiit  iu 
iho  summer;  and  in  the  autumn,  the  swine  were 
''let  loose  in  the  looods  that  they  might  fatten  them- 
selves on  nuts  and  acorns." 

The  following  full,  grapiiic  and  particular  d-^- 
scription  of  Nahant^  is  taken  from  ^'  New  England's 
Prospect,''  written  in  1G33,  by  William  Wood,  v.  liich 
work  was  uudertakeuj  according  to  his  accoujii, 
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because  tlierc  hath  been  many  scandalous  and 
false  reports  past  upon  the  Country,  even  from  the 
sul{)hurous  breatli  of  every  base  ballad  nionger." 

"  The  next  })!antation  is  Saugu?,  sixe  miles  Norilj- 
cast  from  Winnesimet.  This  Tov,'nc  is  })]easant 
for  situation,  seated  at  the  bottom  of  a  Bay,  vrhich 
is  mafle  on  the  one  side  with  the  surrounding  shore, 
and  on  the  otlior  side  with  a  ion^j  sandy  Beacii.-- 
This  sandy  3>each  is  two  miles  lonp;.  at  the  end 
v.'hcreof  is  a  neckc  of  land  called  Na'iant.  Ii  is 
sixc  miles  in  circumference,  v;ell  ^voo^led  with 
Oakes,  Pines,  and  Cedars.  It  is  beside  well  water- 
ed, having,  beside  the  fresh  Springs,  a  great  F^ond 
in  the  ^liihlle,  before  which  is  a  spacious  r-jbirsh.— 
In  this  neckc  is  a  store  of  good  gror.nd,  ft  for  the 
Plow  ;  but  for  tlie  ])resent  it  is  oriely  usod  for  to  put 
young  Cattle  in,  and  weather  goatcs,  and  Sv/ine,  to 
secure  them  from  the  Woolucs  ;  a  fov/ posts  and 
raylos,  from  tlje  low  v.'ater  iiiaikes  to  the  shore.; 
keepcs  out  the  Woolves  and  keejjos  in  the  Cattle. — 
One  Blaclv  AVilliam,  an  Indian  Duke,  out  of  hi.- 
generosity,  .irave  this  ];lace  in  genera!!  to  this  ]>laf]-. 
tation  of  SaugL's,  so  that  no  oih.»M'  can  a])propriate 
it  to  hiu)selfe. 

"  V[)on  the  Sou:!)  side  of  the  sandy  Beacli  the 
Sea  bcatoth,  v/hich  is  a  true  j)roi.'nnsU''o- ion  to  pre- 
sage stoi'mes  and  foide  v/eather,  and  ihe  breakhi:: 
uj>oftlie  i'^rosi.  For  when  a  storine  halh  bL't.'Ut, 
<ir  is  likely  to  he,  it  ^vi!l  roarer  lilie  Thunder,  hfjii)<i 
heanl  sixc  miles ;  and  after  stornjes  casts  up  grtat 
stores  of  great  Chimmcs,  which  tlie  Indians,  takini: 
out  of  their  shels,  carry  iiome  in  baskets.    On  the 
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Nonli  side  of  this  Bay  is  two  great  M:irshe?,  wbirh 
are  made  two  by  a  pleasant  Fiiver  v.  liich  runnc? 
between  them.  Nordiward  up  this  river  goes  great 
store  of  Alewives,  of  which  they  make  gooii  Rcy\ 
Herrings  ;  insomuch  tliat  they  have  been  at  charges 
to  make  them  a  wayre,  and  a  Herring  house,  to  dry 
these  Herrings  in  ;  the  last  yeare  were  dried  some 
4  or  5  Last,  [about  150  barrels]  for  an  exp.criment. 
whicli  proved  very  good;  this  is  like  .to  proven 
great  inrichment  to  the  land,  (being  a  stapde  com- 
motiitie  in  other  Countries,)  for  there  be  such  in- 
numerable companies  in  every  river,  that  1  have 
seen  ten  thousand  taken  in  two  lioures,  by  tvvo  men, 
without  any  weire  at  all,  saving  a  few  stones  to 
stone  their  passage  up  the  river.  There  likewise 
come  store  of  Basse,  which  the  Indians  and  Eng- 
lish catch  with  lioolic  and  line,  some  fifty  or  thr^  e 
score  at  a  tide.  At  the  mouth  of  this  river  runnes 
up  a  great  creeke  into  that  great  JMarsh,  which  is 
called  Rumny  :»laf  sh,  which  is  4  mile^  long,  and  -2 
miles  broad,  halfe  of  it  being  Tdarsh  ground,  auii 
ludle  upland  grasse.  without  tree  or  bush  ;  this  ?>Jar^U 
is  crossed  with  divers  creekes,  wlierein  lye  great 
store  of  Geese  and  Duckes.  There  be  convenient 
ponds  for  the  planting  of  Duck  coyes.  Here  i^ 
likewise  l)elonging  to  tliis  ])lace,  divers  fresh  rr.ed- 
dowes,  which  aiibrd  good  grasse;  aiid  four sjiacicKis 
ponds,  like  little  lakes,  wherein  is  store  of  fresh  f^h. 
withi)!  a  mile  of  the  towne  ;  out  of  which  runncs  a 
curious  fresh  brooke,  that  is  seldom  frozen  by  rca- 
of  the  warmenesse  cf  the  water;  upon  this 
stream  is  built  a  water  Milne^and  up  this  river  come 
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S/iiclts  and  frost  f.sh,  much  bigger  than  a  Gudgeon. 
For  wood  there  is  no  want,  there  being  store  of 
^ood  Oakes,  Waihiut,  Cedar,  Aspe,  F^hue.  The 
grouiul  is  very  good,  in  many  places  without  tree.-', 
mid  fit  for  tlie  Plongli.  In  this  place  is  more  Ejig- 
iish  tillage,  than  in  all  New-Kngland,  and  Vii'ginia 
besides  ;  which  ]»roved  as  well  as  could  he  expect- 
ed ;  the  corn  being  very  good,  cs])ecially  the  Barly. 
Kypj  and  Gates, 

*•  The  land  afibrdeth  to  the  inhabitants  as  many 
varieties  as  any  place  else,  iuid  the  sea  more  ;  tho 
Basse  continuing  frotn  the  middle  of  A])ril  to  3iich- 
aelmas,  [29th  Sept.]  which  slayes  not  half  that  time 
in  the  iiay,  [I^oston  Harbour];  besides,  here  is  :i 
great  deal  of  Itock  cod  and  rvFacrill,  insomuch  that 
iihoales  of  Dasse  have  driven  up  i;hoa!es  of  ^]acri^!, 
from  one  end  of  ihesandie  beach  to  the  other;  which 
the  inhabitants  have  gathered  up  in  wheelbarrowes. 
Tiic  Btiy  which  lyeth  before  the  Towne,  at  a  low 
spring  tyde  will  be  all  flatts  for  two  miles  together; 
u[>oii  which  is  great  store  of  Musclebanckes,  and 
Clam  bancks'j  and  Lobsters  among  the  rockcs  and 
grassie  holes.  'I'hese  flatts  make  it  unnavigabic  for 
thippes;  yet  at  high  water,  great  Boates,  Loiters,  and 
Pinnaces  of  20  and  30  tun,  may  saile  uj)  to  the  plan- 
tation; but  they  iieede  have  a  skilfull  Pilote,  because 
of  many  dangerous  rockes  and  Ibaming  breakers,, 
that  lye  at  the  mouth  of  that  Bay.  The  very  aspect 
of  tiie  place  is  fortification  enough  to  kee[)  off  an. 
unknowne  encmie:  yet  it  may  be  fortiiied  at  little 
charge,  being  but  few  landing  places  thereabout,  ami 
ihoirc  obscure." 
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This  clescrij)tion  of  Naliant  is  remarkable,  and 
like  all  the  productions  of  that  early  period,  is  quaint 
and  minute,  embracing  almost  every  mentionablo 
tljin<r  about  Nabant.  To  all  who  are  acquaiiited 
with  the  portion  of  country  described,  from  Chelsea 
to  S.ileu),  it  will  ;ip]>car  not  a  little  remarkahle  tl.at 
so  full  and  complete  an  idea  of  the  country,  its  cliru- 
acter,  soil,  appearances,  uses,  }»roductions,  rivers, 
creeks,  ponds,  marshes,  harbor,  fi.-h,  the  manr.er  of 
taking  them,  &c.  &c.  could  have  been  given  in  so 
lew  words.  Nothing  seems  to  have  escaped  thcob- 
»=ervation  of  3Ir.  Wood,  as  nothing  can  exceed  the 
graphic,  and  sometimes  beautiful  language,  whir.li 
he  has  employed.  How  remarkable  and  heautil'ul 
Jiis  last  sentence  apjjcars,  to  any  one  at  all  acquaint- 
ed with  the  rugged,  rock-bound  heailland  of  Na- 
liant !  How  truly  he  says,  "  tlie  very  aspect  of  the 
place  is  fortification  enough  to  keejie  off  an  un- 
knowne  enemie  ;  yet  it  may  be  fbriiiieil  at  little 
charge,  l»eing  but  few  landing  places  thereabout,  and 
lijose  obscure."  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
co))y  of  Mr  A\^ood's  ''New  England's  Prospect,''  but 
it  ai)pers  to  me  that  he  has  shown  Ijimseif  possess- 
ed of  a  strong  and  comj)rehensive mind,  not  highly 
cultivated  perhaps,  as  we  should  now  think,  but  ca- 
j)able  of  taking  enlarged  views  of  things  and  [sre- 
senting  strong  and  ^distinct  pictures  to  his  read- 
ers. His  work  must  iiave  had  a  good  eiTc;ct  iu  dis- 
jjelling  the  -'scandalous  and  false  reporta"  to  which 
he  alludes. 


LETTER  V. 


Nfthant  not  fully  appreciated — Sunrise  at  Naliant-— Morn- 
ing walk — Taste  for  Scienlillc  pursuits — Taste  for 
something— Long  Beach. 

In  preceding  letters  from  this  fjir-famed  Pcninsiihi, 
I  have  given  some  brief  sketches  of  early  history, 
connected  with  it, — the  subject  is  now  by  no  means 
exhausted  and  will  be  referred  to  and  continued  in 
future  lettej's.  It  may  not  he  uninteresting  at  tiiis 
this  time,  to  give  as  weW  as  I  may  he  able,  some  lit- 
lie  idea  of  Nahant  itself,  not  with  regard  to  its  to- 
pography particularly,  but  chiefly  as  a  place  of  re- 
sidence and  resort. 

I  have  long  been  of  the  o|>inion  that  this  delight- 
ful and  salubrious  summer  retreat,  is  not  properly 
appreciated,  highly  as  it  is  estimated  by  tlie  thous- 
ands wfio  annually  visit  it.  But  a  transient  visit, — 
while  the  steam  boat  sto{)s  at  the  Landing, — cannct 
afford  a  correct  or  adequate  idea  of  Naliant,  its 
beauties,  wonders  or  hixuries.  It  requires  a  week,- 
or  perha])sa  w  liole  season,  to  see  Nahant  as  it  shouhl 
be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated, — not  a  week  of  fme 
weather,  for  better  is  it  by  far  that  it  shoidd  be  iri- 
ievspersed  witli  a  storm  or  two.  Nahant  needs  to 
he  seen  under  all  its  aspects, — imder  the  darkeniiig 
cloud,  amidst  the  roaring  ocean,  whitened  by  the 


regaining  billows,  and  illuminntcd  by  the  flashing 
I i;L;ii tiling;  as  well  as  in  the  broad  sunshine  of  noou^ 
when  the  blue  and  beautiful  ocean  is  t?pread  out  \i) 
the  eye,  until  tky  and  sea  forms  a  common  line, 
wlien  the  breathing  south  wind  comes  softly  over 
the  Avater  and  cools  the  feverish  temj)le  with  its 
bahny  air. 

1^1  uch  has  been  said  of  llie  indescribable  magnif:- 
cence  of  a  Sun  Rising  at  sea,  and  it  certainly  is  a 
display  of  sjdendor  and  of  gorgeous  light  only  to  be 
equalled  by  a  sun  rising  at  Nahant,  which  is  very 
much  tliesame  thing.  The  sun  is  beheld  emerging 
iroin  the  limitless  surface  of  the  ocean,  reeking  as  it 
were,  in  all  his  glory,  while  the  sky  presents  a  far- 
sjM'eading  cano})y  of  gold.  The  scattered  sails  on 
the  ever-lieaving  bosom  of  the  sea,  are  gilded  with 
I  lie  glorious  light,  and  tlie  market-fishermen,  as  tlie 
day  advances,  are  seen  in  their  dorys^  like  flies  on 
the  wave.  }3ut  it  is  not  the  sun  only,  in  all  the  glo^ 
ry  of  his  rising,  v/hich  is  pleasant  and  grateful  to 
the  early  riser  at  Nahant:  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 
the  air  is  j)ure  and  invigorating,  and  all  around  is 
ihv'  silent  grandeur  and  vast  magnificence  of  nature'd 
^^()rks.  The  swelling  sea,  with  scarcely  a  breeze- 
ripple  on  its  bosom,  dashes  against  the  rugged  shore 
and  rolls  its  white  foam  over  the  clifts  and  in  the 
deep  crannies  of  tlie  rocks. 

A  morning  walk  at  Nahant,  is  one  of  the  m(  s> 
exhileratiirg  and  healthful  pleasures  of  the  place, 
whether  it  be  in  the  gravelled  walks,  on  the  ''sandie 
beach,"  or  bounding  over  the  craggy  rocks,— there  irj 
everywhere  enough  to  eii^:u^e  the  aiieniion.  whetb- 
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rr  it  1)0  directed  to  botany,  concholo^rvj  mineralogy, 
fishology,  or  mere  curious  observation.  No  one 
need  to  have  bis  time  bang  beavily  about  bin?, 
whetber  be  lias  a  taste  for  scientific  pursuits  or  for 
the  enjoyment  of  natural  scenery, — for  tbe  most 
sluggish  can  enjoy  bis  bed  in  tbe  warmest  nights  or 
liottest  mornings,  and  such  at  least  are  sure  to  have 
a  taste  for  a  good  breakfast,  in  tbe  expectancy  of 
which,  at  Holman''s,  be  will  not  be  disapjiointed. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  absobitely  necessary  that  the 
visiter  at  Nabant  should  have  a  taste  for  somethings 
— it  iiardly  matters  what  it  is  for,  but  taste  of  some 
Fori  be  must  iiave.  If  it  be  a  taste  for  reading,  cool 
and  airy  retreats  are  easily  found;  if  for  pleasant 
Fcenes  and  natural  grandeur,  these  are  open  before 
bim;  if  for  science,  in  tilings  of  the  air,  eartii  or  sea, 
be  may  enjoy  and  cultivate  it;  if  for  pedestrian  or 
cfjuestrian  exploits,  be  may  enjoy  it;  if  for  fashion, 
and  fo])per3',  he  can  sbowbimself  iis  he  pleases  and 
find  jilenty  of  observers;  or  if  for  bathing,  fishing, 
or  shooting,  be  may  swim,fi^!i  or  shoot  to  bis  licari's 
content.  In  addition  to  ail  tins,  there  are  other 
amusements,  common  to  similar  resorts,  in  which 
ladies,  gentlemen  and  children  can  indulge  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  tbe  day. 

mid-day  at  Nabant,  including  tbe  liours  im- 
mediately preceding  and  succeeding  tbe  liour  of 
dining,  is  generally  embraced  for  a  ride  to  tbe  Long 
Beach, — one  of  the  most  delightful  drives  in  the 
world.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  set  oflTrom  Ilolmatfs 
in  carriages,  barouches,  chaises,  on  Ijorseback,  in 
p  arties,  to  enjoy  a  ride  over  ibis  remarkable  beacbv 
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It  bns  ihvnvs  5cemecl  to  us  tliat  neither  pen  nor 
pencil! or  lxd.cci,)bined  undcrihc.no-  ';  -  ,  ; 

ciroumsto'""-  ;  ,  .  : '  ^ :         i;'^        '  ■ 

..^^"^'fi've  «ny  tru]3;  adequate  idea  of 
NaHais'T  Bi£icu,  imd  the  ceaseless  occan-vvavo 
wliicii  rolls  oYiiv  its  siiiootheneii  siirrace.  It  is  an 
cxljibitioii  f)f  natiii  al  beauty  and  grandeur,  neither 
to  be  described  nor  jtainted.  It  is  beyond  tbe  poet's  as 
Ylie  })ainter's  art — it  is  too  .sublime,  too  vast,  too  over- 
Wljelniiiiir  for  ih'-^  power  of  language.  Words, — 
mere  \vor*!s, — m  e  not  large  enough!  The  sublime 
immensity  of  a  single  wave — as  it  comes  rolling  on 
in  its  cbangiiig  colors  and  overhanging*  fullness,  and 
its  crest  of  glittering  diamonds,  which  spreads  in 
bursting  bnbbl.'.-s  at  your  (ect, — not  only  exbausts 
but  exceed-  all  langungc.  TJie  broad  and  far-ex- 
lending  j^^cicii,  \vitb  its  almost  rockless  and  unrufll- 
cd  surCacc; — a  deadened  mirror  of  evenness  and 
beauty, — a  ball  roomjas  it  were,  vast  enough  for  all 
the  sea-nympbs  of  tJio  great  Atlantic  to  celebrato 
their  gala  days,— is  not  to  be  put  in  mere  words, 
cannot  be  described  except  in  livirjg  characters 
equivalent  to  its  own  immensity.  It  is;  a  whole  lan- 
guage,—even  yr.ovi\  an  eternity  in  itself, — and  can 
no  more  be  v/rltten  ilian  tbe  blue  arch  of  lieaven. 
Nor  can  it  be  described  in  parts — tliere  is  no  power, 
no  metbod,  l)y  w  liich  to  convey  to  anotlier,  as  a 
Mhole  or  in  ])onior.s,  an  adequate  idea  of  its  sublime 
grandein\  Jt  fills  ibc  mind  too  full  for  the  power 
of  language  •  ibougbt  itself  is  checked  :  expression 
fails  wbolly,  and  we  are  either  absorbeil  151  admira- 
tion and  v/onder,  or  aim  to  uncliain  the  mind  from 
its  enchantment  by  the  Ibrce  of  gciae  careless  jo- 
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mark.  It  is  like  the  Ocean — who  can  describe  or 
paint  the  Ocean7  If  it  were  5////  and  nioiionlcsf!, 
who  can  describe  its  rnagnificent  vristness  or  painl 
its  glorious  depths?  Its  eternal  upiicaving  bo^orn, 
its  limitless  immensity,  its  crested  wavers  kissing  iho 
air  in  bursting  clirystals, — who  can  convey  these  to 
theunprescnt  mind  in  language?  Who  can  picture, 
in  words  or  colors,  as  it  is,  a  shigle  wave,  in  its 
uioving  life?  Why  then  talk  of  putting  into  vrords, 
— characters  more  diminutive  than  its  gentlest  ripple 
—the  Ocean  itself,  in  contact  with  its  almost  equal 
wonder,  the  far-spread  lieach  of  Kahant?  . 


LETTER  VL 


K'aliant  heginnirg  to  he  nppreciated — Erection  of  llic  hoti^l 
in  lS20—It3  wrcliiiecuue,  «5'C.~i\ddilion  to  tlie  mni* 
building — Its  lu  chitectui  al  defoi  inity  l)alanccd  by  its  con- 
Teniency — Employment  of  lime— iiieakfastj  Dirmcr,  Tte 
—^•Everiinj  amiiFements — Fashion  the  life  of  Loyc — Et- 
enij)g  \valk — Cool  sleep. 
CoMrANY  continues  to  flork  to  Ilolman-s  Hotel,  and 
the  .several  minor  houses  on  the  Nahant  are  well 
and  daily  visited  by  large  nunibers.  Nahant 
is,  we  may  almost  say,  hcginnin^Xo  be  appreciated. 
It  has  gradually  grown  into  lavor  and  is  moro  ap- 
preciated as  it  is  more  vliited. — It  wears  well  aud 
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in}proves  upon  acquaintance.  It  is  now  some  sev- 
enteen years  since  the  erection  of  the  Hotel,  which 
took  j)lace  in  1820,  and  from  tiiat  time  Naliant  has 
growji  to  1)8  one  of  the  most  ceh.l)ratcd  **\vatcrifig 
pl'ices"  in  the  country.  This  Hotel  is  on  the  most 
fc'ontherly  or  southeasterly  J  [)oint  of  Naliant^ — the 
ocean  head-land, — and  is  hniit  of  native  stone,  la- 
ken  froiv!  tiie  irnmediaLO  vicinity  of  its  location.-— 
The  interior  arrani^crnents  and  the  architecture  of 
t!]e  buildii:*-,  have  been  repealclly  commended  by 
connoisseurs,  for  their  convenience  and  good  taste. 
Tiie  aj)j)carance  of  the  building  is  ligin,  airy  and 
ele^^ant,  as  such  a  bnil.ling  sljould  bo  in  such  ii 
place.  It  contains  nearly  one  imndred  roouis;  but 
these  and  the  gcn{iYi\\  accommodations  of  the  house 
iiaving  Ijccofno  Vvholly  inadequate  to  the  acc(;mmo- 
dation  of  the  cotiijiany,  some  five  or  six  years  ago  a 
Jargc  addiiional  building  v.as  erected,  connected  on 
the  southerly  side  of  the  former  edifice,  which  cS- 
fords  aljove  a  hundred  rooms  and  a  v(;ry  large  and 
commodious  ditd[)g-hal!.  But, — shocking  to  relate, 
— to  any  j)erson  of  the  le;ist  taste  in  architecture,  it 
presents  one  of  the  grossest  violations  of  ])ropriet3% 
which  the  eye  of  man  ever  beheld.  All  that  possi- 
l)ly  can  be  said  in  defence  of  it,  is,  that  it  answers 
v/cll  all  the  purj;osos  for  which  it  was  intended.  It 
is  a  Irc-men-dous  deformity;  a  shocking  excres- 
cence: Yet  %ve  feel  some  '•'compunctious  visiting* 
of  consci(uice"  as  to  abusiiig  it  in  these  unmeasured 
terms,  since  it  affords  us  such  delightful  accommo- 
dations. It  nnist  be  endured,  we  suppose,  because 
tl  is  commodious.    The  out-buildings,  the  biliiar4 


hall,  bathin.'^-hoiise,  and  even  t!ie  bowlin;:^  allies,  and 
viQ  had  almost  said  the  ice-house  and  hcii-coops, 
are  all  in  good  taste,  cs})ecially  the  fiist-nanicd, 
which  is  reall}'  a  neat  but  small  sainj)!''M)f  ilie  "Gre- 
cian leriij)le"  style.  These,  (altliough  we  did  not 
mean  to  say  anytliing  more  about  it,)  arc  ali  juit  to 
the  blush  by  the  ^^convenient  addition!'-  However, 
£3  we  eiijo}^  the  occ5i[)ancy  of  very  airy  and 
pleasant  room?,  enclosed  l)y  its  outward  uglincj-s, 
commanding  most  extensive  views  of  ilje  city  and 
neighboring  towns,  and  cs[)cci.'d]y  of  the  far-extend- 
ing ocean,  it  may  be  as  v/cll  to  adnfit,  (as  we  now  do) 
that  its  interior  advantagi^s  make  amjjle  anjends  for 
its  exterior  deformit3\  The  handsome,  cool  and 
commodious  dining  hall,  a^so, — we  cnnllss  we  have 
much  respect  for  that,  in  consideration  of  its  own 
excellent  qualities  and  the  service  to  wliich  it  is  ap- 
propriated. 

In  our  last,  (and  here  we  beg  the  reader's  leave 
to  use  the  editorial  plmal,)  we  gave  some  sketch  of 
Avhat  might  be  done  or  seen  at  Nahant,  to  employ 
the  time,  and  esjieciahy  at  morning  and  noon.  A 
Avord  of  the  evening  hour  may  not  be  amiss  here, 
particularly  as  we  have  been  talking  of  the  hotel. — 
Breakfast  is  by  many  considered  a  dull  meeting, — 
Dinner  is  often  made  as  it  were,  a  matter  of  busi- 
ness, generally  to  be  despntched,ixs  some  of  the  rail- 
road folks  say,  but  Tea  is  a  merry  meetiiig.  Wo 
confess  we  have  not  alv/ays  found  it  so;  but  after 
tea  is  the  social  hour  at  Nahant.  At  this  tijne,  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  all  their  little  res})on- 
Bibilities,  generally  repair  to  the  long  drawing-roonj. 
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Some  of  the  nimble  fi!igers  are  always  ready  for 
the  piano  forte,  and  soirio  uf  the  Jiinihlc  feet  are  ev- 
er ready  for  the  dance,  and  thus  the  evening's  social- 
pleasures  are  commenced.  The  ^'yoiing  people'" 
play,  dance  and  sifig,  while  those  who  choose  enjoy 
the  familiar  conversalion,  eidivened  by  delicate  aiul 
Fparkling  wir.  The  senior  part  of  the  company  coii- 
gregate  in  grouj>s,  while  many  a  soft  word  jjasscs 
between  those  of  fewer  years,  and  who  are  more 
ccnsihle  to  ll)e  mild  influences  of  love.  There  is  a 
fasliion  in  everything,  and  not  less  in  young  love 
than  in  other  things.  Fashion  is,  in  some  sense, 
the  life  of  love.  Teojile  love,  sometimes,  because  ii 
is  the  fashion,  and  fashionable  i)co[)le  must  not  be 
unfashionable.  IJut  v/e  p.rove  our  position  syllo- 
gistically  thus:  fashion  is  true  taste,  (or  ought  to  be,) 
true  taste  is  lovely;  wliatever  is  lovely  is  the  life  of 
love; — why  then  should  not  Nahnnt  be  the  pecidiar 
abode  of  thef](!kle  goddess?  Lovely  in  itself;  fash- 
ionable  for  itself, — it  is,  for  a  season,  the  f  ivorite  re- 
sort of  young  hearts,  worshipping  at  tbe  shrine  of 
the  blind  godiiess. 

There  is  nothing  of  dulness  in  an  evening  at  Na- 
hant.  A  walk,  in  the  mild  light  of  the  moon,  to  tho 
Spouting  Horn,  Swallow's  Cave,  or  to  any  of  tho 
rocky  protninences,  is  delightful, — the  calm  and  un- 
broken quietude  that  reigns  over  the  scene,  is  sooth- 
ing to  the  mind,  while  the  cool,  pure  air,  invigorates 
the  body.  The  glittering  diamonds  of  the  skies, 
shine  out  with  a  clearer  brilliancy  in  the  transparent 
air  of  Nahant,  and  the  ocean-wave  curls  its  white 
iQifjUf  to  catch,  as  it  were,  pearly  gems  from  their 


goft  light.  The  \Yhite  f?ai]  is  seen  on  tlie  heaving 
wave,  or  it  may  be,  lifted  into  the  liorizon,  wiierc 
the  sky  and  sea  unite  in  one  line  of  space.  Tiio 
distant  light  houses  cast  their  light  across  the  broad 
expanse  of  waters  for  the  mariners'  aid  and  direc- 
tion. These  and  other  scenes  serve  to  engage  tho 
attention  and  gratify  the  taste,  before  the  iiour  of  re- 
tiring, which  invariably  conies  along  sooner  than 
is  expected.  A  night's  Bleep  at  Nahant,  in  hot 
weather,  is  a  luxury  no-where  else  to  be  ciijo}ed — 
if  ice  is  a  luxury  at  Canton,  so  is  a  bed  at  liolmanVi 
of  a  hot  August  night  1  To  be  appreciated  it  must 
be  enjoyed—no  one  can  describe  its  invigorathig  ic- 


LETTER  VII. 


Cultivation  of  trees — Nabant  robbed  of  its  wood  for  fuel- 
Robert  Page  presented  for  *selinge  saillo'  %vilh  wood  or. 
SundLiy — Order  of  the  town  fur  clearing  the  land — Na- 
hant a  i.cck  cf  land— Su;n)ps  of  trees  on  the  Beach — 
Considerations  concerning  Nahant;  its  past  and  pres^ect 
uses,  its  grov. ih  as  a  j.luce  of  resort. 
You  could  not  but  have  remarked  the  fact  Flatcd, 
that  in  1C30,  Naliant  was  well  covered  with  forest 
trees,  of  various  kinds,  which  since  that  time  havo 
all  been  destroyed.    Tliere  arc  now  but  few  trees  of 
any  age  on  the  Peiiinsula,  and  tliose  are  principally- 
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willows.  Efforts  have  been  repeatedly  matle  in 
years  f)ast,  to  rear  trees  of  every  descripiion  on  Na- 
Iiant,  which  so  far,  excepting;  in  relafion  to  the  Bahii 
of  Gilead,  have  proved  unsiicccssfid.  Ofthiy  la.st 
description,  ]Mr.  Tudor  has  raised  a  great  nunj!)er, 
nnd  they  liave  been  set  out  aion;^  the  road  and  over 
the  j)eni!isida  very  generally.  They  have  thrived 
j)rctty  well  so  far,  and  seem  to  stand  the  winter  and 
winds  very  succes<fLil!y. 

Nahant  was  rohbed  of  its  wood,  probably,  as  the 
islands  in  Boston  Harbor  were, — for  fn*cv;ood.  For 
instance,  tlie  inh;djitant3  of  Boston  supplied  them- 
eelves  with  wood  from  Noddle's  Island,  now  East 
Boston,  and  probably  (rom  the  other  islands.  We 
fnuJ,  in  reference  to  Nahant,  that  on  the  13ih  of 
June,  1663, — "  Robert  Page  of  Boston,  was  present- 
ed for  setinge  saille  from  Nahant;  in  his  boate,  being 
Loadcn  vnlh  ttwod^  there  by  Profaining  the  Lord's 
daye."  It  was  no  ofionce  to  take  wood  from  Na- 
hant— the  offence  appears  to  have  consisted  in  taking 
it  on  Sunday,  On  the  contrary,  the  town  of  Lynn, 
in  1G56  passed  an  order  for  the  clearing  of  the  land, 
laying  a  jienalty  of  50  shillings  on  those  who  neg- 
lected to  clear  their  lots  in  six  years.  The  follow- 
ing is  tfie  order  from  the  town  records  of  Lynn  : 

At  a  towne  meeting  held  February  24,  165G,  It 
was  voted  that  Nahant  should  be  laid  out  in  plant- 
ing lotts,  ant!  every  householder  shoidd  have  equal 
in  the  dividing  of  it,  iioe  man  more  tlian  another, 
ftnd  every  ])erson  to  clear  of  his  wood  in  G  years, 
and  lie  or  they  that  do  not  clear  their  lotts  of  tho 
wood,  shall  pay  50  shillings  for  the  towne's  use. 
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Vilsoc  every  liouseljolder  is  to  have  his  nnd  their 
Jotts  for  7  years,  and  it  is  to  he  laid  downe  for  a  pas- 
ture for  the  town e,  and  in  tlie  scventli  year,  evcrj 
cue  tliat  hath  improved  his  lott  h}'  planting'  sliail 
liKjii,  tliat  is  in  the  sovenlh  year,  i^ow  tlicir  lott  with 
J^nglish  coriiCj  aiul  in  (  very  acre  of  land  as  tlicj 
improve,  they  Fhall  witli  their  English  corne,  sow 
one  hushel  of  hay  seed,  and  sec  proporlioual/ie  to 
all  the  laiid  that  is  improved,  a  hiishell  of  hay  seed 
to  one  acre  of  land,  and  it  is  to  he  rcincin!)cred  that 
no  person  is  to  raise  any  kind  ofhiiildiiig  at  all,  and 
for  laying  out  this  land  tiierc  is  eliosen  Francis  In- 
f:al?,  Henry  Collins,  James  Axee,  Adam  Ilawckcs, 
Lieut.  Thonjas  rdarshall,  John  llathorne,  Andrew 
Mansfiehh" 

It  is  also  said,  in  the  early  times,  "a/i  this  neche 
is  store  of  good  ground,  Jit  for  the  PZo?6'."  It  will 
be  noticed  here  that  Kahant  is  spoken  of  as  n 
"  nccke"  of  land  and  not  as  a  heach  simply,  from 
which  u'ith  other  testimony,  it  may  he  inferred,  that 
what  is  now  merely  a  ridge  of  land,  with  a  w  ide  and 
f'lr  spread  sandy  beach  on  one  side,  and  a  rocky 
beach  on  the  other,  was,  two  hundred  years  ago^  an 
arm  of  the  main  land,  covered  witk  soil  and  trees 
and  of  much  greater  width  than  now.  Besides,  it  is 
Etatcd  that  the  stumps  of  trees  are  yet  to  be  £cen  on 
the  beach  itself,  in  the  very  spots  where  they  grew 
at  some  remote  period.  Then  there  are  the  cxten- 
cive  marches  in  Lynn,\\  hich  undoubtedly  have  been 
formed  by  tlie  wash  of  the  waves,  and  it  is  inoro 
than  j)robable  that  a  large  part  of  Nahant,  particu- 
larlj  the  "necke'*  mentioned  in  I6i30,  has  been 
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M-ashcd  from  it?5  original  location  and  now  forms  the 
marslics  alluded  lo.*  It  is  established  by  living  testi- 
mony that  the  B:ach  has  materially  changed  within 
the  last  half  century,  nearly  half  its  breadth,"  and 
hag  become  more  curved  than  formerly.  The  sand 
nnd  gravel,  which  Ijas  blown  from  the  beach,  has 
filled  up  in  some  degree  a  j)art  of  Lynn  harbor. 
Lewis  slates  that  a  rock,  formerly  in  the  harbor, 
around  which  the  birds  used  to  dive,  is  now  entire- 
ly covered  by  the  sand. 

We  have  seen  that  Naliant  \vas  originally  the  re- 
sort of  wolves  i\ui]  other  wihi  beasts;  next  the  rc- 
Fort  of  the  savage, — who  came  here  for  food  and 
anmscment  on  the  beacljcs;  next  it  was  formed  in- 
to a  pasture  for  the  "  cattle  an(!  sv.  ine"  of  the  first 
f^cttlers  ;  afterwards  it  was  improved  for  the  catch- 
ing and  curing  of  fish  and  its  lands  appropriated 
with  conditions  relating  to  that  use;  it  was  used 
nsa  wood  lot,  to  fui  nish  fuel,  Jiotonly  to  Saugust,*' 
(Lynn,  and  all  tlic  vicinity,)  but  to  Boston  ;  it  was 
sold  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  reclaimed  and  sold  again 
for  two  old  coats  ;  was  mortgaged  for  £10  to  Mr. 
Davison;  was  again  sold  for  two  "pestle  stones;'* 
was  afterwards  lotted  out  to  be  ctdtivated,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  \\  hich  we  have  mentioned;  became 
the  subject  of  long  and  tedious  litigation  among  the 
early  scUlers  ; — an<l  some  two  hundred  years  after 


*  In  (lisging  on  tliC  in^wshcs  of  Lynn,  lo  construct  the 
Eastern  Uailrond,  at^oui  five  feet  of  tlie  soil  must  be  removed 
before  couilug  to  the  original  guiface. 
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tbi?,  it  became  tbe  frequent  resort  of  pleasure  par- 
ties from  Boston  and  all  the  country  round,  afford* 
ing  no  accommodations  but  its  native  roughness, 
end  the  roughness  of  its  natives.  The  former  is 
well  known,  and  the  latter  is  well  remembered.-- 
There  were  but  three  or  four  families  of  wliite  peo- 
j)le  on  Nahant  at  this  time.  It  had  then  been  rob- 
bed of  its  trees,  and  ehorn  of  much  of  its  beauty. — 
These  families  vrere  ver}'  shy  of  visiters— they  dis- 
liked the  intrusion — would  run  aflrighted  when  they 
saw  lliem  confmg — and  it  was  wirli  great  diiliculty 
that  anyiliing  in  the  nature  of  cooking  utensil  or 
food,  could  be  obtained  from  tliem.  They  would 
ehut  their  doors  in  the  faces  of  strangers  and  escapti 
to  their  back  rooms  cr  chambers  for  safety. 

Visiters  became  so  frequent,  and  applications  for 
various  little  accotnmodations  so  corrjUion,  tl-at  tlm 
necessary  intercourse  increased,  and  fjually  thesa 
very  people  began  to  make  it  an  object  to  accom- 
modate parties  of  pleasure,  so  far  as  they  were  able, 
and  to  charge  them,  as  we  have  been  told,  most  un- 
conscionable prices  for  the  smallest  favors.  This 
also  naturally  lead  to  the  opening  of  several  houses 
for  public  entertainment,  which  are  now  standing 
in  the  village,  sonie  half  mile  from  llohmn's  Hotel. 
From  the  time  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  to 
the  present,  Nahant  has  been  the  resort  of  com}>a- 
iiies  of  friends,  fimilies  and  jiarties,  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  its  salubrious  air,  sea-bathing  and  its  ex- 
cellent fish.  In  uncivilized  and  barbarous  times,  it 
was  the  resort  of  wild  beasts,  the  roaming  fjeld  and 
the  pleasure  ground  of  the  savage  ;  in  after  ages  and 
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m  more  enlightened  time?,  it  is  now  the  resort  of  tho 
f^ny,  tlio  beautiful,  the  ricii,  the  refined.  The  fair- 
haired  and  hrij:ht-eyed  beauty  of  our  own  country, 
ihcptarsond  gems  of  female  literature  and  loveli- 
ness from  other  climes,  men  of  genius,  learning,  and 
fame — all  now  resort  for  recreation  and  enjoyment 
10  the  early  ])leasure  ground  and  hunting  fcld  of 
llio  wild  untutored  savage  ! 


LETTER  VIII. 


Disitppointment  on  visiting  Nahant — LooUing  ont  fn?  ihtj 
Sca-S<rpent — Correct  iilea  of  Nalumt;    *' a  watering 
pliicr,"  (ownrd  the  Ocean — Few  trees  and  sliiuh])ery,  bul 
not  witaoiit  cuJiivaiion — No  foxes,  wolves  or  bears  now; 
but  rocks,  beaches,  flbli,  Fcenery,  air,  minerals,  fpcci- 
tncns  of  nainrul  history,  kc» 
Wnnx  persons  visit  Naliant  for  the  first  lime  and 
for  a  short  lime,  it  is  seldom  tlic  case  that  they  tro 
«ol  disappointed.    They  have  very  likely  heard  of 
Kahant — perhaps  have  heard  much  about  it,  and  in 
n^any  cases  cA'pect  to  see  the  sea  serpent,  or  soma 
other  wonder,  of  course.    We  remember,  on  our 
first  visit  to  Nahant,  we  looked  for  his  snakeship  all 
the  way  on  the  passage,  and  went  incontinently  to 
the  piazza  of  the  hotel,  with  glass  in  hand,  about  aa 
miuch  prepared  to  see  Liin  as  though  wo  had  com^ 
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„i,„c,.  .„  .*M»i,c,i 

it--'  ■  ■  .  V 

junr4self  to  l3e  *jccri.  passani,  of  llio  8oH 
Seipent :  without  much  doiihtlng  the  existence  of 
such  a  creaUire  as  tlie  Sea  Serjjcnt  ourselves,  wc 
have  reason  to  helievc  th;it  something  eltje  is  seen 
very  often  and  iT]?orted  to  he  the  real  <erpent  which 
is  not  the  real  ser})ent.  The  creature  called  a  Seii 
Serpent  may  be  frequently  seen;  but  then  othei' 
things  or  creatures,  are  also  seen  and  also  called  the 
Sou  Serpent ;  anrl  this  mistake  often  makes  tioublc} 
jind  tends  to  l)ririi^'  discredit  ii})on  those  v/ho  really 
have  seen  the  Sea  Serf)ent.  Of  late  years  at  Na-- 
liant,  everything  uncommon,  and  sometimes  even  a 
ledge  of  rocksj  whieh  surely  is  not  very  nnconmioii 
here,  is  "cracked  up  to  be"  the  Sea  Serpent;  and 
thus  the  credulous  are  imposed  upon — the  veracity 
of  many  intelligent  ar.d  truth-sjicakiiig  witnesses 
discredited,  and  an  air  of  falsehood  throvvn  over  the 
whole  story. 

But  people  are  lialdc  to  he  disappointed  in  rcspcci 
to  Nahant,  more  in  otiier  matters  even,  than  in  re- 
lation to  the  cxibtenec  and  appeaj  ance  of  the  Sea 
Ser})ent.  Jvich  person  has  most  likely  fornied  in 
his  mind's  eye,  som.e  iih^i  of  the  ]>iaee;and  the 
chance  is,  thai  \n  most  eases  it  will  he  erroneous. — 
Tlic  fu'st  correct  idea — that  Nahant  is  a  Victcring 
place^^ — does  not  sufjlciendy  im])ress  ihem.  It  is 
oiil  in  th^  ocean  ;  yet  hutidreds  look  for  such  tilings, 
fend  Buch  scenery,  and  such  recreations,  as  tiiey 
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wouUI  be  likely  to  find  some  20  to  50  miles  in  the 
interior.  Tliey  expect,  at  least,  to  find  trees  and 
fclj rubbery,  and  it  may  be  woods  and  groves,  but 
even  in  this  they  are  to  be  msinly  di;fa})})ointed. 
Trees,  woods  and  shrubbery,  were  once  liere,  but 
so  far  from  cultivating  or  endeavoring  to  })reserve 
tlicm  were  the  early  settlers,  that  they  proposed  a 
fine  if  they  v)ere  not  all  cut  doivn  in  six  years  ! — 
Hie  j)laco  was  at  tliat  tiuio, — more  i\r<m  Uvo  centu- 
ries agOi — thickly  wooded,  anrl  the  resort  of  wolves 
and  foxes.  But  now,  alas,  tliere  is  not  a  single  tree, 
unless  some  two  or  th.ree  ancient  cedars  have 
escaped  tiic  axe,  of  the  original  growth  on  the  pen- 
insula ;  and  as  to  v/olves  and  foxes,  excepting  in  the 
deep  fissures  of  the  rocks,  there  is  no  place  to  hide 
their  heads  ! 

Still  Nahant  is  not  entirely  without  cultivation, 
and  is  yearly  improving  in  this  respect.  There  are 
now  some  very  ijandsome  gardens  belonging  to  the 
inliabitanls  and  to  the  suinmer  cottages ;  and  our 
friend  Hohiian  has  some  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  un- 
der a  hi^h  state  of  cultivation.  The  store  of  good 
land  fit  for  the  ])low,"  mentioned  in  history,  is  in  a 
iair  v,ay  to  be  cultivated  and  improved  under  his 
administration  and  by  the  force  and  success  of  his 
example.  There  are  several  fine  fields  of  grain, 
and  of  the  sugar-beet  now  in  a  very  prosperous  con- 
dition, looking  and  promising  as  well  as  any  in  the 
interior,  besides  abundance  of  garden  vegetables 
and  good  mowing  land  ;  and  these  are  much  less 
liable  to  injury  from  early  frost  than  in  the  country. 
The  growing  of  trees^  however,  as  we  have  already 
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mentioned,  is  somewhat  less  siHVH\<snjl,  it  hein^  rd- 
jnost  itnpossi!)le  to  preserve?  then)  tjijM.u.uli  ili<'  winter 
norms.  7'ljey  Jire  probably  killed  1)\  saU-icatcT 
fpraij,  blown  over  tbjjni,  durinij^  lite  eoniine'e.nee  of 
severe  storms.  In  thoi^e  .<tornis  the  waver?  tiash 
quite  over  t!je  ljii.'hest  roeks  aromnl  tlic  bhore. 
We  have  l)ecn  infor/ned  that  tliey  r.re  rreqm-ntlj 
*een  to  o'crtoj)"  the  ''Pulpit  Kock  ajid 
spray  is  then  blov/n  by  the  wind  over  liit^  hind,  even 
to  overflow  the  piazzas  of  the  hotrl, —  this  it  is,  \vt 
fU{)pose,  that  kills  the  youn«i,-  irce.^\  'j  h<  re  are, 
Jieverll;elp.ss,  a  few  fM:at!erin;j;  irers  that  survive,  \n 
certain  loeations,-~the  little  Elm,  in  frosit  of  tlie 
bath-house,  and  proteeted  by  it  from  the  spray,  lives 
on  from  year  to  year,  an«!  a  iewodsers  in  .slu  hered 
xituation.^,  seem  as  yet  to  survive  th(;  wintry  h)asf^\ 
It  is  very  f)robali]e  that  trees  (d  vaii<;ns  kn;<Is,  will 
flourish  liere,  as  huildimjs  nndliply  to  break  olTtbo 
wirul  and  alTtud  them  sbidler. 

Wo  cannot  Hatter  oiirselves  yet,  liowever,  that 
lliose  who  feel  di.sa|ypoinit.'d  at  not  fmdin;Lr  iVahant  a 
i-ouniri/  phcCy  nrc  very  soon  Xi)  be  i:raiif,«'d  in  i!:eir 
^xpeetations.  Its  "  store  of"  «:ood  iiroujid'^  uitiy  bo 
r.nllivateil,  but  v.'oods,  irroves,  and  orchards,  it  may 
not  yet  liave.  3n  truth,  desirabk' as  these  may  ho, 
Nahant  does  not  need  them— thpy  may  b«'i;*T  f)e 
sougljt  for  elsewhe-re.  Nahant  has  its  roeks,  beaeh- 
CH,  cavefj,  fisii,  sea-air,  oeean-scenrry,  its  strand)oat, 
its  bath-houses  run!  its  hotel, — and  ih<'S(*  r.n^  cmuitih  I 
I'her.c  madco  it  what  it  is —a  Ircahlilid  and  de!i-iit- 
fid  resort,  and  ihf)se  who  seek  for  j>U(di  a  jd.-iee^ 
where  are  consrandy  seen  tln^  suhlimfsi  exhilfuions 
♦f  Di^tiire,  in  the  ocean  -wave,  the  rock-bound  iilund^ 
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feiul  in  ihii  ulorions  beavenf^, — need  feel  no  di^f.p- 
poifitjnent  on  visiilii^  N.'ihant.  Characterised  ci 
Naliant  i.-^,  l)y  the  ff;ajf^.<tic  aiui  snhliniCj  it  is  still 
!K)t  (icficieiit  iii  sonic  oftiifj  pleasing  le-ser  \yorks  of 
nature:  ific  wiM  flower  in  its  fields,  the  minerals  m 
its  hosanij  the  siiells  on  its  shore,  the  l)ir(ls  on  iis 
njarshcr^,  and  the  tish  in  i:s  waters, — aflbrd  infinita 
conr«*cs  of  study  an<l  jrratification  to  the  casual  ob-^ 
ccTver  as  to  the  lover  ol*  natural  liielory. 
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\\GCf  liocK  i^  two  miles  east  of  i\a!i:int  in  tii© 
midsi  of  a  broad  expanse  of  water.  It;ip[)ears  I'rorn 
t!ic  hot(.l  to  ho  a  naked  rock,  but  is  fcaid  to  contain 
about  rlireo  acres  of  land.  It  belongs  to  the  town  of 
Salcin,  atid  has  been  used  as  a  sheep  pasture.*-  It  i« 
now  stihlom  frecpn-ntrd,  (.'xcept  by  gulls  and  other 
tea  birds.  We  saw  some  lime  since,  a  bolt  of  ligiit- 
fjing  strike  on  tlie  sunnnit  of  t'lis  rock,  witli  a  tre- 
mendotis  crash.  It  appeared  to  l)e,  as  it  dcscendctl 
from  the  ih mst',  bhu-k  cloud,  hanging  over  it,  nearly 
lis  large  as  a  man's  body,  and  tiic  concussion 
most  stunned  persons  wlio  were  witnessing  t}>« 
ttorfjjfrom  the  })iazzas  of  ihe  hotel. 

*•  U'c  rather  doubt  this  st.itcLOf.nt. 


LETTER  IX. 


Nahant  the  resort  of  savage  and  civilized  life — Some  fur- 
ther description  of  its  topograjiliy — Vegetai^les  for  city 
consumption — Beaches  —  Pi  e&et  vation  of  Long  Beach  by 
a  causeway—Action  of  Congress  on  the  su!  jcct — Swal- 
low's CavCj  Pulpit  liock,  SpoiUing  llornj  Natnnvl  Bridge. 

Once  Niiliant  was  the  resort  of  the  savage,  and  ci.r 
readers  liave  seen  what  kind  of  a  resoi  t  it  was  to 
them.  It  is  now  the  resort  of  liie  most  refined  of 
civilized  life,  and  vvc  have  seen  v/hat  kind  of  a 
resort  it  is  for  tlicm.  The  Indian  enjoyed  it  in  a!i  its 
natm-al  beauty  and  freshness  ;  we  enjoy  ir,  shorn  of 
inucli  of  its  original  beauty,  but  unimpaired  in  its 
Eolid  and  sublime  grandeur. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  followed  the?-e 
})nges  thus  far,  if  they  have  never  visited  Nahant, 
njust  have  formed  some  idea  of  it;  but  it  ncvertl^e- 
less,  may  bo  proper  that  we  should  attempt  some 
further  deseri[)tion.  Nahant  may  be  called  an 
artn  of  land  extending  into  the  sea,  or  a  necke  ot 
land,"  as  Mr.  Wood  called  it.  It  extends  over 
three  miles  from  the  shore  of  Lynn  :  passing  oyer 
the  Beach  from  Lyim,  iiearly  a  mile  aiid  three 
quarters,  we  come  to  Little  Nahant,  (an  island,  ex- 
cept the  beach  connections,)  containing  nearly  50 


ftcrcf^,  and  consisting  of  two  principal  elcvfjtions  cr 
liills;  then  passing  over  the  h  s<pr  Bench,  one  half 
mile  in  leiigih,  similar  to  tlie  prcvions,  we  come  to 
the  larger  nehulac,  or  ishmd,  caJleJ  the  (^reat  Ka- 
hant.  On  this  is  the  village,  the  cottages,  tiic  chnrcli, 
the  hotels,  landing,  Sec.  Aver}'  considerahle  })ai  t 
of  the  lesser  Nahant  is  nnder  good  cultivation,  I)e- 
ing  covered  with  fields  of  -  v.'aving  cor!i"  and  other 
))roductions  of  the  CdVincr,  On  Great  Nahant  ixho 
the  ^'  btore  ol'g(»od  groun<l  fit  for  the  Plow'*  is  nuich 
irni)roved  for  farming  pnrposes  and  for  ganlens. — 

This  year,  (if  hefore,  we  caimot  say,)  vegetables 
have  been  raised  at  Nahant  for  the  use  of  private 
tables  in  Boston, — a  thing  hardly  to  have  been 
thought  of  some  years  ago,  aUhongh  for  several 
years  I\]r.  Molman  has  raised  some  of  the  earlr 
vegetables  nsed  at  the  hotel. 

Besides  the  two  i)rincipal  beaches,  tliere  are  eight 
or  nine  shorter  l)caches  around  the  two  Nahants. 
and  excoj)iing  these,  the  sliore  is  entirely  rock- 
bound,  so  that  the  very  aspect  of  the  place  is  for- 
tification enough  to  keepe  ofl^  an  unknowne  ene- 
mie.'^  To  pass  around  the  entire  shore  of  the  Na- 
hants,  tlie  distance  would  probably  be  from  eight  to 
ten  miles. 

Nahantdoes  not  extend  in  a  straight  line  from  ih* 
ehore  of  Lynn  into  the  Ocean.  Tlic  long  beach 
runs  in  a  curved  line,  and  the  short  beach  with 
Great  Naliant  somewhat  resemble  a  boot  in  shape, 
having,  to  be  sure,  a  rather  large  foot.  The  lon;j 
Leach  is  a  great  protection  to  the  harbor  of  Lynn, 
fttsd  its  preservation  has  been  deemed  so  essentiftl 
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that,  in  182 1,  a  causeway  of  planks,  filled  in  with 
sand,  was  constructed,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
State  and  the  town  of  Lynn,  each  appropriating 
the  sum  of  $1500.  The  subject  of  preserving  this 
beach  and  harbor  was  introduced  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  (1838,)  and  an  a'ppropriation  of  $"39,000 
determined  upon,  but  lost  among  the  mass  of  oilier 
unfinished  business.  It  is  proposed,  when  this  ap- 
propriation, sliall  be  obtained,  to  construct  a  waiiod- 
road  across  the  beacli,  and  over  this  road  it  is  fur- 
ther proi>osed  to  lay  a  branch  railway,  to  connect 
.  with  the  road  from  Boston  and  Salcin.  These 
measures  will  pro!»ably  be  accomplished  in  a  low 
years,  when  Nahant  shall  become  fully  appreciated 
{is  a  place  of  residence  and  resort. 

The  Spoutii\g  Horn  is  another  peculiar  fissure 
in  the  rocks,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Nahant,  near 
Lindsey's  11  ill.  The  water  is  driven  in  by  the 
waves  through  a  deep  channel,  a  hundred  feet  before 
it  enters  the  Spouting  Horn,  and  is  tlien,  (at  about 
half  tide,)  forced  into  a  cavernous  tunnel  about  30 
feet,  from  whence  the  water  is  literally  "s|)outed,'' 
and  thus  returns  in  froth  and  spray  to  meet  the  nest 
wave.  In  a  storm,  it  is  a  grand  sight,  and  is  at  all 
times  worth  a  visit.    A  path  leads  to  it,  and  it  is 

■  about  half  a  mile  from  the  hotel.  The  cliff  of  rocks 
in  wliich  it  is  formed,  is  about  50  feet  above  the 

^  sea,  but  the  spectator  may  descend  to  the  entrance 
of  the  tunnel. 


I 
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fVicw  of  the  ICntrance  to  the  Swallow's  Cr.vc] 

The  Swallow's  Cave  is  a  ])assagc  under  a  high 
clifl'on  the  west  side  of  Naliunt,  a  few  rods  south  of 
the  steamboat  wharf.  It  is  easily  accessible,  is  from 
G  to  20  feet  high,  and  from  10  to  14  feet  in  breadth; 
extending  about  70  feet,  oj)ening  to  tiie  water.  It 
can  only  be  entered  at  low  tide,  and  ihc  sea  some- 
times rushes  into  it  with  a  great  noise.  The  swal- 
lows have  built  their  nests  in  the  upper  })art  of  this 
cavern,  on  ledge?  or  notches  in  the  rocks.  'J'he 
walk  or  flooring  is  rather  uneven,  but  may  neverthe- 
less be  entered  by  ladies  with  perfect  ease  and  safe- 
ty at  a  suitable  time  of  tide.  Passing  through  this 
cQve,  you  may  ascend  by  climbing  over  the  rocks, 
to  the  height  above,  without  returning  the  way  you 
deecend  to  the  opening. 
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Ths  Pulpit  Rock  is  a  great  curiosity.  It  stands 
oil'liie  south  end  of  Kiilmui,  not  far  from  the  Swal- 
low's Cave.  It  it^  inHJiCuse  square  block  of  j  ock, 
about  oO  fcLt  Ini^li,  havin^^  a  square  oj)cn  fq-.ace  at  top, 
resonibiing  ij;  •-liifpp,  an  eoi-y-cbair,  vvbich  is  called 
tije  j)ul[>ir.  It  is  (liiTici^lt  to  reach  the  top  by  cHmb- 
irig,  tiic  sides  two  r.o  porj)eri(liciiku\  In  .storms  ths 
waves  di\<\i  over  tliis  rod:  wiih  great  force,  the  wind 
driving  ihc  si)ray  like  rain  ail  aroiuid,  for  some  dis- 
ttmce. 

Tlio  Natural  Br. idgc  i^  near  the  Pidnit  Ilock, 
nnd  is  a  v,  edge  of  roi  ks,  as  it  were,  {:^us])eniled  like 
an  arch,  over  a  deep  and  broad  f].s^ure.  It  is  not 
easy  to  cross  the  Bridge,  as  it  is  below  the  surroiind- 
ing  groimtl.  Tlie  sea  dashes  in,  by  the  pnlpil  rock, 
into  the  deep  fjssuic  nnder  the  bridge. 

There  are  varions  other  formations,  ])0S?essing^ 
inucl]  interest,  aboiU  the  rocky  shore  and  the  high 
chfis  of  Nahrait,  which  the  cm  ions  observer  will 
readily  discover.  On  the  Little  Nahant  (nearest 
Lynn,)  is  the  Grotto,  Wolfs  Cavern,  Fox  Cavern, 
&.C.  On  the  Great  Nahant,  there  are  also,  lh« 
Jjashing  Bock,  Iron  Mine,  <Scc. 

The  Indians  nsed  the  Long  Beach  as  their  plcj 
groinid,  for  running,  leaping,  shooting,  dancing, 
foot-ball,  <5^c. 

The  harbors  and  coves  abont  Nahant  were  fa- 
mous for  ducks,  so  that  ])ei'Sons  have  killed  "50 
Duckes  at  a  shot.''  Sportsmen  frequent  Nahant 
now  for  the  same  game,  in  the  winter  season,  but 
•eldoui  do  so  well  as  the  above. 


LETTER  X. 


HISTORICAL  MEMORANDA— [To  be  completed, 
malerialc!  and  leisure  may  aftVird  opportunity.] 

In  1633,  Thoiuas  Dexter,  (the  purchador  of  Na- 
liaiitj)  was  ordered  to  be  set  in  the  biibo\vc&^,  clis- 
francliised  and  fined  X£.  ^ov  speaking  reproachful 
and  seditions  tyor^Z^  against  the  government  here 
es:a!)]l<hed." 

^i'jjc  same  year,  the  poor  Iiidian,  Black  Wiilinrn, 
(who  801(1  Nahaiit  to  farnior  Dexter,)  v/as  hung  r.t 
Hichinan's  Ishnid,  Scarborough,  T'dc.,  "  in  reven_iri: 
for  the  mnnhfr  of  Walter  Bagnall,  who  v/as  killed 
by  the  In.lians  on  the  .3d  of  October,  1G3K"  It 
does  not  a[5{)ear  that  Blac-k  William  had  any  part  in 
t}jc  murder,  and  if  lie  liad,  Gov.  Winthroj)  saystlint 
J^'i^^nall  was  ''a  wicked  fellow  and  had  mnch 
wronped  the  Indians." 

In  1031,  on  training-day,  by  direction  of  3.1r. 
Humphrey,  Ca[)t.  Turner,  went  witii  his  com{)ariy 
to  Na!)ant,  to  hunt  the  wolves  by  which  it  was  in- 
fested. 

In  1035,  Jan.  11,  it  was  voted  by  the  freeman 
ofihe  towne,  tisat  these  men  underwritten  sliall  have 
liiicrty  to  plant  and  build  at  Nahant,  and  shall  jsns- 
sess  each  man  land  for  the  said  pui  pose,  and  j)ro- 
ceeding  in  the  trade  of  fish  in  r>Ir.  Humfreys, 
Daniel  How,  Mr  Ballard,  Joseph  Rcdknaj),  Fran- 
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ris  Dent,  Timothy  Tonilin?,  Richard  Walker, 
Thornn?  Tiilmage,  Menry  FtN-  k<">\" 

Jan.  18,  "  ft  is  orch  red  l)y  the  freemen  of  the 
towne,  tliat  all  s-jch  |)or?:ons  a;?  arc  assipfned  anj 
land  at  ?N"ahaiit,  to  fiirtht'r  the*lrn(lo  of  intiking  fu^li, 
that  if  they  do  not  (>roceed  accoi  din^ly  lo  forward 
the  said  trade,  liut  either  doe  p-row  reriiif-F,  or  else 
give  it  quite  over,  that  then  :dl  sue!)  lo'ils  ?^hall  h'^ 
forfeitetl  airaine  to  the  towne,  to  dispose  of  as  shall 
be  thought  fn." 

1637,  on  the  15r!i  Novetnher,  tlie  nai^ie  of 
town  uas  ehe.nired  from  S.iiiLMJs  to  l.yni].  I'hf 
Court  reeord  is,  "  San.^ne4  is  <  ailed  Liu." 

IG'iS,  on  Kjrh  ?trareh,  "  [.yun  was  i:ranieji  G  ]nil>  s 
i«to  tlie  count!T  ;  ;iud  Mr  l!.i\vihorne  and  hv'il'i 
Daven})ort  lo  view  and  iniiMsn  liow  the  l.:nd  be- 
yond lyolh,  wht  iher  it  1)g  ft  ler  aiioilicr  [*hinlati<j:j 
or  !U\"    From  this  FjM'ung  Lynnf: el(L 

In  IGK),  ThoMjas  Dexter  was  presented  at  th'S 
Quarterly  se;=;?ions  in  Au;iust,  for  a  eou.'mon  i^h-ep- 
er  ii;  jneetiuL^s  for  })Ui;!ic  worsliip,  and  liiie{h 

}CCr2.  Winnepurki!!,  on  tiie  j>t  of  April,  m(^rt- 
fraged  "all  that  tract  of  land  oomuionly  eailed 
hant,"  to  Nicholat:^  Davison  of  Che.rlestown,  'Mcr 
twenty  ])omH!s  sterfu)!;  dew  many  veer." 

Ifi  1(;(;0,  three  a<'res  of  l;ind  at  NahaiU,  n  part  of 
Edward  Hoiyol;eV  esra;*,  v» ere  sold  for  £'o.  Tw© 
oxen  were  sold  at  t!;e  ?au'ie  time,  for  £1-2. 

\o(lS.  lo.li  JuiM\  R(.M3t  rr  Vir.'^c  of  l!oston,  wris 
]>re.?<:nted,  "  for  settinjre  saille  fnnn  Na'iant,  in  his 
boate,  hein^^  Londen  with  woo<|,  tliere  l)y  Profaiu- 
iDg  the  Lord's  daye." 
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Christopher  r.inust\y,  (whose  name  is  preserved 
in  Liiulj^e^'s  Hill,)  (iicii  liiis  ycjir.  lie  lived  on  Na- 
h:ait. 

1G73.  Janios  Mills  lived  on  Nahaiit,  one  of  the 
first  iidiaiiitaiils.  Kice'ri  tavern  now  stands  on  lh« 
spot  wliere  lie  lived.  He  was  a  Ldiepdierd  r.nd  Jiad 
goven  cliihlren.  Dorothy's  Cove,  was  t>o  named 
alter  one  of  his  daui^diter^,  who  u^ivd  to  bath® 
there  very  fr(^q;u:iit!y. 

In  IGSD,  Sir  Edmimd  Andros,  then  Governor 
rfMas.saehnsettF,  assnnsed  t  he  o\vner>hij)  ol  Naijan! 
v.'idi  the  intention  ofhesiowing  it  on  Lldv/ard  llan- 
do'ph,  his  Secretary,  as  a  rev.ard  lor  liis  services. — 
Tijis  caused  more  trouMe  to  the  peoj)!e  ol"the  plan- 
tation.   Ivanihdjd)  petitioned  Andrt>s  lor  thepift. 

in  retnonsTrarifiii^  a:j:ainst  this  proeeedin«r,  iho 
lown  state,  iliat  tln-y  hav(.'  pt)ssp.-sed  and  ijiiproved 
Nahant,  well  onward  to  sixty  yea.rs  that  thej 
have  paid  their  monies  l.y  way  ol  pnreiiaii-e"  for 
it,  and  tlnit  it  is  tlie  only  s(!enre  place  they  have 
f»r  the  i^razin;^  of  some  Hiousands  (jf  sheep..'* 

There  is  a  led^e  of  roeks  on  \\ic  noriln-rn  shore 
of  N.diant,  onee  th<;nghi  lo  he  vahiahle,  as  an  Iron 
Mine,  in  1G91,  the  town  voted,  thr.t  ''?r1r.  Mnb- 
bard  of  Brainiri.M^^  shonl  1  i^ive  three  shillings  for 
evitvy  ton  of  lloek  Mini  ,  that  he  lia.s  from  NaJiant, 
lo  the  tov/n,  for  the  low  n's  nse,  and  he  to  have  no 
UHjeh  as  die  town  sees  eonvenieiii.'*  We  .sus})ect 
ke  did  nf)t  nse  nnn  ji  of  it. 

In  1G95,  Nahant  was  elaimed  l)y  Mrs.  Mary 
Diiflerii  and  Mrs.  Alariha  Padishall,  widows  iind 
iaeiresses  of  Riehard  Wuodey,  Jr.  iJien  late  of  JLJos- 

.  ;■''-:>  .  .  '-V;' 
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ton,  deceased.  They  were  defaulted  by  the  Court. 
Tiieir  claim  was  fouiulcd  on  Dexter's  purehase. 

In  1C93,  this  year  James  Mills  killed  five  foxes  on 
Nahaiit. 

The  town  ordered  that  no  person  should  cut  more 
than  seven  trees  on  Nahant,  under  a  penalty  of  for- 
ty shillings  for  each  tree  exceeding  that  numljer. 

In  ]70l,  Gth  March,  the  town  took  measures  to 
prevent  the  cutting  down  of  trees,  &c,  at  Nahant. 
^•Bcing  informed  that  several  persons  had  cut  down 
several  trees  or  bushes  in  Nahant,  whereby  there  is 
likehj  to  be  no  shade  for  the  creatures^''*  voted,  that 
no  })erson  thereafter  should  cut  any  tree  or  bush 
there,  under  penalty  of  ten  shilfings. 

In  1/OG,  at  Lynn,  the  lands  held  "  in  common,'' 
including  Nahant  and  exce])ting  only  the  training- 
field,  were  divided  among  the  freeholders.  Kahant 
was  laid  out  in  ranges,  and  in  small  lots  of  from  20 
poles  to  five  acres. 

In  the  great  snow  storm  of  1717,  a  great  number 
of  Deer  came  from  the  vv'oods  for  food,  and  some 
fled  to  Nahant,  and  being  chased  hj  the  wolves ^ 
leaped  into  the  sea,  and  were  drowned. 

17:22.  lietwcen  1G98  and  1722,  there  were  killed 
in  Lynn  woods  and  on  Nahtmt,  426  foxes,  for  which 
ihe  town  j)aid  2s  each. 

1749.  An  extremely  hot  and  dry  summer.  Im- 
mense multitudes  of  grasshoppers  appeared.  They 
were  so  nunjerous  at  Nahant  that  the  inhabitants 
walked  together  witli  buslies  in  their  hands,  and 
drove  them  by  thousands,  into  the  sea.  Hay  was 
scarce  and  imported  from  England. 
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Before  the  yenr  1800,  there  were  only  tiiree  d'Ac]- 
jing  houses  at  Naliant,  viz.  the  Iiouse?  oT  Jonatlian 
Johnson,  Nehemiah  Breed,  and  Ahner  Hood.  The 
frame  of  the  first  named  house,  built  about  120  yvs. 
ago,  is  now  in  the  liouse  of  Caleb  Johnson. 

In  1803,  Aug.  S8,  a  hotel  on  the  western  part  of 
Nahant,  was  burnt — the  only  house  ever  burnt  llicrc. 
It  was  owned  by  Capt.  Joseph  Johnson,  and  was 
soon  after  rebuilt. 

In  1809,  Sept.  20,  a  fiock  of  sheep  on  Nahant  was 
struck  by  liglitning,  and  18  killed. 

In  1817,  the  first  of  the  nev/  collages  v/as  built  by 
Hon.  Thos.  II.  Perkins',  near  the  Spouting  Horn. 

Tlio  Sea  Serpent  is  said  fu'st  to  have  been  seen 
tliis  year,  at  Gloucester,  Cape  Ann. 

In  1818,  a  neat  stone  building  was  erected  for  a 
school  house  and  librar}^,  inu  hich  divine  service 
was  occasionally  performed.  An  elegant  folio 
Prayer  Book,  once  thepro}»crty  of  Geo.  IV.  of  Eng- 
land, was  presented  lo  this  library  by  tlie  lady  of 
Governor  Gore.  Several  hundred,  volumes  w^?re  re- 
ceived as  donations,  from  Boston  and  other  places. 

This  year  a  committee  of  five  persons  from  dif- 
ferent towns  was  aj)pointed  to  settle  the  long  exist- 
ing difhculties  between  the  ])roprictors  of  Nahant 
Jots  and  the  people  of  liynn,  relative  to  the  right  to 
take  sea  weed,  sand,  stone,  drift  wood,  &c.  from  the 
coves  and  beaches  of  Nahant.  The  Committee, 
however,  did  not  decide  upon  the  matter. 

In  18'20,  June,  the  steam  boat  Eagle  run  betvvccn 
Ilinghamand  Boston,  and  Boston  and  Nahant,  leav- 
ing Ilingham  at  G  a.m.;  Boston  ati>;  Nahant  at  3  1-2 
P.M.  and  Boston  for  Ilingham  again,  at  5. 


The  Motel  \va5  built  tlji:^  year,  by  lloii.  Thonia^J 
IJ.  Perkins,  Dr  Eilw.  U.  ilobbin-',  ;iiui  others. 

In  July,  the  Sea  Sejpcnt  was  iv^iun  seeiu  On  5tl)  ' 
Aug.  it  was  seen  off  Fhiilipa's  Point,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  distant — sea  cahi^.  J.  B.  Ivowis,  An- 
drew Reynolds  and  Benj.  King',  went  out  in  a  boat 
after  iiiin,  and  got  within  30  yards  of  him.  One  of 
tliem  counted  23  bunches  on  his  back;  head  black, 
resembling  common  sei-|>ci!ts,  two  feet  above  the 
water,  imd  about  tlie  size  of  a  common  lire  bucket. 
\V^as  seen  again  the  next  day. 

About  1st  Aug.  four  rmconnnon  Eass,  (formerly 
very  plenty  here,)  were  caught  witli  the  hook  from 
the  rocks,  weighing  res[)GCtively,  fiQy-seven,  forty- 
ssix,  thirty-nine  and  twenty-two  pounds. — The  same 
njonth,  a  baskii^g  Shark,  Selache  ?rla/.imus,  was  ta- 
ken near  Phillips's  Poiiit,  stipi^osed  at  first  to  have 
been  the  Sea  Seri)cnt. 

In  182'2,  Juno,  the  steam  boat  I'agle,  Caj)t"\Vood, 
left  Boston  at  0  a.  m.  and  anived  at  Nahant  at  11 — 
returning  again  at  7  1-^2  r.  m.  —  On  the  lih  of  July, 
there  was  an  exhibition  of  fh-ewo]'ks  at  Nah  \nt— 
liOuiUard  kept  the  hotel. 

In  July,  the  Eagle  made  two  tri}>s  each  day. —  In 
Aug.  ('2oth,)  she  carried  the  Board  of  I  Jeallh  to 
Rainsford's  Iskmd,  and  the  Jidve:  tisement  says,  "will 
])robably  take  on  board  a  Band  of  r.lusic  at  I'orl  In- 
dependence''—a  })ractice  since  become  connno!]. 

1832.  A  new  and  beautifiil  church  was  built  this 
year,  by  funds  furnished  chiefly  by  ih^'  lilicial  suij- 
pcripiiiuis  of  the  sunjinc^r  rcsidenls. 
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PU LI^IT  ROCK.    Vci-a  44. 


Tljcai)0V(3  cii::i\ivii!,cr  gives  the  reader  a  very  coiTect 
iiiea  of  tl»c  apnearaiice,  ])ropuj  lions  and  lieight.  of 
llic  Puipit  Ho.-!{,  moiitioii'.'tl  ou  i)agi:  44,  I'lie  ])oint 
of  observation  is  on  a  ch-f  of  rocks,  a  httic  westerly 
o{  it.  Its  location  \^  on  the  extreme  soiitlierly  end 
ol'  iNaiiant,  only  a  fnmnte'.s  wa]!;  fioni  tlu;  Ijoiel. — 
It  i.s  well  worth  a  vi.-it.  'i'he  ?%atnral  Bridge  may 
he  seen  at  tlie  ^aine  JU:^t  ni:;ide  of  it. 


There  are  novv'biit  two  piihlic  lioiiscs  on  NnliAnr, 
—the  Nahaiit  House,  (a  liirge  and  conHnodions  coN 
tagc  building,  near  ihc  landing.)  formerly  kept  by 
Mr  Albert  ^Ybltney  and  other?,  having  been  con- 
verted into  a  pri\  ate  residence, 
t  The  Nahant  Hotel,  kept  for  some  years  ]">a3t  by 
My  ilolman,  is  the  principal  establishment.  This 
we  have  already  spoken  of,  as  an  elegant  and  fash- 
ionable resort,  ailbrding  such  aeeom'nodalionsi  as  to 
make  it  a  vci-y  desirable  residence,  to  iamilieSj  par- 
ties, strangers  and  others,  during  the  vwarm  season. 

IIice's  Hotel,  is  an  old  established  public  honse, 
deliglufully  situated  in  the  village,  in  tlie  most  rnral 
neighborhood  of  Nahant,  1-4  of  a  rnile  from  the 
ijleani  boat  wharf  Tberc  arc  a  nnmber  of  large 
\villo\\'  and  balm  of  gilead  trees  aronnd  the  house, 
and  a  fine  large  green  field  and  raiiges  of  v/illo'w  trees 
in  the  rear.  Tliis  hotel  has  been  kc{>t  by  rJr  Jesse 
Ii\c(}^fovtwe7ifi/  years;  has  always  sustained  a  good 
reputation  among  visiten<,  and  lias  ahvays  been  well 
supported  by  the  pid>lic. 
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DESCRIPTIVE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 


Press  of  the  Bunkcr-KiU  Aurora. 
1812. 


NOTE. 


IN  publishing  these  lia&til^'-writtcn  Letters  in  this  form 
the  writer's  only  object  is  to  aid  in  making  Nal.ant,it3 
desirableness  as  a  healthful  Burnmer-residence,  and  as  a 
quiet  a?id  delightful  watering-place,  more  generaHy 
kuown, — especially  afnong  travellers  and  tourists  from 
various  sections  of  our  country.  He  claims  but  little 
credit  on  the  score  of  originality, — the  labor  having  been 
in  a  great  degree,  that  of  compilation ;  and  if  their  pre- 
sent publication  j^hall  do  anything  in  extending  the  knowl- 
edge or  adding  to  the  interest  of  IVahant,  or  afford  to 
its  residents  and  visiters*  entertainment  for  a  leisure- 
hour,  all  the  writer*s  eruld  will  be  accomplished* 


LETTER  I. 


"J  jiC  Hotel — Cowpany— first  land  speculator — peculiar 
interest  in  the  hitstory  of  Nahant — Military  laiiuing 
wolves — progress  of  civilization  and  renncinenl. 

Na}ia>'t  HoteLj  of  wliich  Mr  Phixeas  Drew 
ii;is  become  ihe  proprietor,  is  the  great  head- 
rjiiartcrs  oriashion,  ^:;iety  and  enj;)yment  for  the 
fiite  of  Bo^^ioiij  during  the  warm  seayon.  The 
company  ofcoursej  is  very  large;  yet  they  are 
provided  with  everything  desirable,  and  there  is 
:iO  reason  v/hy  tfiey  should  not  enjoy  themselveSc 
Notes  pass  occasionally,  and  the  sweetest  notes 
rronri  the  piano  and  the  human  voice  are  often  to 
liC  heard;  but  notes  to  pay  are  seldom  thought 
of.  When  })eo{)le  come  here  they  generally  leave 
business  aflairs  behind  them,  and  ibrgei  so  Tar  as 
they  may,  the  trials  and  perplexities  incident  to 
business-life.  Kahant  is  the  place  for  relaxation, 
v;hereonc  wants  to  pass  a  few  v/ceks  of  unvexed 
leisure;  where  he  may,  b}^  the  aid  of  the  sea- 
air,  the  bath  and  other  virtues  of  the  place, 
invigorate  his  whole  system,  and  at  the  game 
time,  enjoy  unalloyed  with  harrassing  cares,  the 
clelights  of  social  intercourse. 

^^The  Nahant,^^  as  it  was  originally  called, 
belonged  to  t!ie  Indians  for  many  years  after  the 


4 


settlement  of  tlio^  English  at  hynn,  Salem  ni:; 
ihe  vicinity.  Its  name  is  said  by  some  to  sii:- 
nify  an  island.  It  was  purchased  of  the  India:.: 
by  Farmer  Dexter^ — who  was  the  first  land- 
speculator  in  this  countr\^5  so  far  as  I  have  read, 
— in  IGSOj  for  a  suit  of  clothes.  .  It  v/as  aftei- 
w^ards  again  sold  for  ^Uwo  pestle  stones."  At 
this  time,  it  was  thickly  wooded,  and  was  chiefly 
used  by  the  inhabitajits  of  Lynn,  Salem,  &c_ 
for  pasturing  their  cattle,  for  this,  at  that  time, 
very  satisfactory  reason,  viz.  as  it  is  a  peninsula, 
surrounded  by  v/ater  excepting  the  narrovv^  beaci. 
which  connects  it  with  the  town  oi'Lynn,  a  fence 
across  the  iiead  of  this  beach,  in  the  quaint  lan- 
guage of  the  timeSj  "keepcs  out  the  vvouives  and 
keepes  in  the  catteil." 

There  is  much  matter  of  very  peculiar  inter- 
est in  the  history  of  this  little  peninsula,  not  on- 
ly in  the  limes  of  the  Indians,  but  in  after  times, 
since  it  became  the  resort  of  the  English.  It 
v/as  for  many  years  a  source  of  litigation,  be- 
tween the  town  of  Lynn  and  Farmer  Dextc^ 
and  others,  and  in  tlie  end,  if  I  recollect  rightly, 
it  was  held  by  the  town.  It  has  been  lotted  oti 
once  or  twice,  and  on  one  occasion,  the  wolves 
became  so  numerous  there,  that  the  train-band, 
the  militia  of  that  day,  (1634,)  were  marched  to 
it  in  a  body,  to  hunt  w^olves!  Capital  milit::iry 
exercise  and  discipline,  and  duty!  Some  of  our 
soldiers  of  the  present  day,  we  opine,  would  en- 
joy a  taste  of  such  service.  But  the  wolves 
have  all  disapjicared  from  Nahant — the  Indians 
toOi  are  all  gone — the  trees  have  been  cut  down; 
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a  new  race  of  animals,  a  new  growth  oi  trees, 
a  new  class  of  people,  have  now  come  on  the 
soil,  and  Nahant  is  no  longer  what  it  was  in  his- 
torj.  From  the  rudest  spot  of  a  rude  people,  it 
has  become  tlie  resort  of  the  most  fashionable  of 
the  fashion,—-  from  barbarism  it  has  risen  throug  h 
the  grade  of  civilization,  to  refinement  and  lux- 
ury,— and  is  now  one  of  the  most  delighilui  re- 
sorts in  the  world.  Its  broad  and  extensive 
beaches,  its  rugged,  rock-bound  shores,  its  natu- 
ral curiosities,  as  the  Pulpit  Plock,  Spouting- 
Horn,  Swallow's  Cave,  all  have  their  attractions, 
bo  also,  have  the  fishing,  gunning,  bathing,  rid- 
ing, and  other  amusements  of  the  place.  Tliese 
things  are  all  to  be  seen  or  enjoyed,  and  the 
idea  of  going  to  Nahant  and  returning  without 
seeing  or  enjoying  an3''  of  them,  is  perfectly  ab- 
surd, or  as  we  sometimes  say,  ^Htis  not  a  pro- 
ceeding.^^ 

To  see  Nahant,  requires  time;  to  enjoy  it  re- 
quires still  more.  It  is  a  place  above  all  other 
places  to  see  by  day  and  enjoy  by  night.  Hot  as 
it  is  in  the  city,  here  you  may  ride,  bathe,  or  fish 
during  the  day,  and  be  sure  of  a  good,  cool-, 
comfortable  night's  sleep  afterwards. 

The  name  and  fame  of  Nahant  have  been  re- 
hearsed and  sung  by  proser  and  poet,  and  its 
rocks  and  beaches  have  been  liie  theme  of  the 
historian  and  the  subject  of  the  painier, — and 
yet  the  half  has  never  been  said,  sung  or  paint- 
ed. I  do  not  suppose,  however,  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  furnish  anything  i^ery  original,  in  what  I 
may  have  to  oiler.    1  shall  give  such  facts  as  I 


may  be  able  to  gather  in  relation  to  its  hisiorr^ 
its  early  appearances  and  uses,  natural  history 
and  curiosities,  and  shall  rely  on  others  to  fur- 
nish most  of  the  materia^  raw  or  manufactured, 
just  as  I  can  find  it  to  suit  my  purpose. 


LETTER  IL 


Kalianfa— Nalianton — -the  Saci^em  Montowainpaie— 
Visit  to  England — De alh— Small  pox  among  llis  In^ 
dians — benevolence  of  Samuel  Mavei  ick — WinncpDr- 
kitt  arrives  to  tlie  succession  of  liis  brother,  aged  1'^ 
years — Marries  Joane,  of  Ps'ahant — tlieir  children-— 
Winnepurkitt  goes  to  Barbadoes— -Is  tlie  last  of  the 
Sagamores — Aberginians  and  their  Sachcrn — *'Squaw 
Saciiem." 

Nahanta  was  the  wife  of  an  Indian  Chief,  and 
according;  to  tradition >  the  saimks  or  queen  o^ 
Montowampate.  Nahanton  was  a  cousin  of  the 
chief,  and  was  born  (on  Nahani?)  in  160G. 

Montowampate  was  the  Sachem  of  the  Sau- 
gus  Indians  and  lived  on  Sagamore  Ilill,  a  high 
bluff  rock,  near  the  head  of  Long  Beach  in  Lynn. 
He  had  the  jurisdiction  of  Lynn  and  Marble- 
head.  It  is  related  of  Montowampate  that, 
having  been  defrauded  of  twenty  beaver  skins 
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hy  a  mail  in  England  named  Watts  he  went  to 
Governor  Winthrop,  on  the  26th  March,  1031, 
to  solicit  his  assistance  in  recovering  their  value. 
The  Governor  entertained  him  ki]i(  ly,  :-*nd  p^ave 
him  a  letter  to  Emanuel  Downing-,  Esq.  of  Lon- 
don. Tradition  asserts  that  he  went  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  received  with  much  respect 
and  obtained  remuneration  for  his  fur;  but  dis- 
liking- the  English  delicacies,  he  hastened  back 
to  Saugus,  to  the  ^^enjoyment  of  his  clams  and 
succalash."  This  Sachem,  who  was  called  also 
James  Sagamore,  died  in  December  1633,  of  the 
small  pox.  Gov  Winthrop  gives  the  following: 
interesting  accoun'-  of  his  death,  and  of  the  rav- 
ages of  that  horrible  disease,  an  ong  the  natives: 
*4lS3,  December  5.]  John  Sagamore  died  of 
the  small  pox,  and  almost  all  his  people;  (above 
thirty  buried  by  Mr  Maverick  of  Winesemett  in 
one  day.)  The  towns  in  the  bay  took  away 
many  of  the  children;  but  most  of  them  died 
Boon  after. 

''James  Sagamore  of  Sagus,  died  also,  and 
most  of  his  folks.  John  Sagamore  desired  to  be 
brought  among  the  English,  (so  he  was;)  and 
promised  (if  he  recovered)  to  live  with  the  Eng- 
lish and  serve  their  God.  lie  left  one  son, which 
he  disposed  to  Mr  Wilson,  the  pastor  of  Boston; 
to  be  brought  up  b}^  him.  He  gave  to  the  gov- 
ernour  a  good  quantity  of  wampompeague,  and 
to  divers  others  of  the  English  he  gave  gifts; 
and  took  order  for  the  payment  of  his  own  debts 
and  his  men's,  lie  died  in  a  p{irsuasion  that  he 
should  go  to  the  Englishmen's  God.    Divers  of 
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them,  in  their  sickness,  confessed  that  the  Eng- 
Jishmen's  God  was  a  good  God;  and  that,  if 
xhey  recovered^  they  would  serve  hira. 

**It  wrought  much  with  them,  that  when  their 
own  people  forsook  them,  yet  the  English  came 
daily  and  ministered  to  them;  and  yet  few,  only 
two  families^  took  any  infection  by  it.  Among 
others^  Mr  Maverick  of  Winesemctt,  is  worthy 
of  a  perpetual  remembrance.  Himself,  his  wife 
and  servants^  went  daily  to  ihem,  minisiered  to 
their  necessities,  and  buried  their  dead,  and  took 
home  many  of  their  children.  So  did  other  of 
their  neighhors." 

Montowampate,  (or  James  Sagamore,)  was 
succeeded  in  his  government,  by  his  brother 
Winnepurkitt,  at  the  age  of  13  years,  and  this 
chief,- -it  may  he  interesting  to  remark  here, — 
married  his  icifefrom  Nahcmi,  Winnepurkitt, 
otherwise  called  George  Rumney  Marsh,  was 
born  at  Med  ford,  probably  in  the  year  1G'20,  and 
resided  there  with  his  father  until  called  to  the 
vacant  Sachemship  of  his  brother,  in  16S3. 
Concerning  liis  wife  and  her  family,  Lewis  has 
gathered  the  following : 

*'Poquannum,  or  Dark  Skin,  lived  on  Nahant 
He  had  iwo  children.  1.  Queakussen,  born  in 
1611,  and  generally  knov«'n  by  the  familiar  ap- 
pellation of  ''Captain  Tom."  He  removed  to 
Mistick,  and  afterwards  to  Patucket.  Mr  Goo- 
kin,  in  a  de])Osition,  168G,  says  he  is  "an  Indian 
of  good  repute,  and  professes  the  Christian  rel.'- 
gion.'^  2.  Ahawayetsquaine,  called  Joane,  who 
niarried  Winnepurkitt." 


9 


Winnepurkitt,  (as  I  much  prefer  to  speak  of 
these  native  children  of  the  forest  by  their  In- 
dian namesj)  was  the  proprietor  of  Deer  Island 
in  Boston  harbor.  He  had  three  daughters,  viz  : 
Fetagunsk,  called  Cicely;  Wuttaqiiattinusk,  or 
the  Little  Walnut,  called  Sarah;  Peiagoona- 
quah,  called  Susannah.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  went  to  Barbadoes.  It  was  supposed  he 
was  carried  there  with  the  prisoners  who  were 
sold  for  slaves  at  the  end  of  Phillips  war.  He 
was  also  the  proprietor  of  the  tract  of  land  on 
which  Marblehead  v;as  built,  which  was  sold  to 
that  town,  after  iiis  death,  by  his  heirs;  and  he 
seems  to  have  had  a  claim  to  Nahant,  as  he  gave 
Mr  Nicholas  Davison  of  Cliarlestown,  in  April 
1652,  a  mortgage  ot  *^all  that  tract  or  neck  of 
land,  called,  Nahant,"  for  ^Uwenty  pounds  ster- 
ling dew  many  j^ccr." 

Winnepurkitt  was  the  last  of  the  Lynn  Saga- 
mores! He  died  in  1C84,  soon  after  his  return 
from  Barbadoes;  and  his  wife, — the  first  vvooed 
and  })robably  tlie  first  wedded  of  the  native  chil- 
dren of  Nahant, — died  the  following  year. 

The  Saugus  or  Lynn  Indians  belonged  to  the 
great  nation  called  xVberginians,  extending  from 
Charles  River  to  the  Merrimack,  governed  by  a 
pov/erful  Sachem,  called  Nanepashemet  or  the 
New  Moon.  The  Sagamores  Wonohnquaham, 
(John  Sagamore  of  Winesemett,) ;  Montowam- 
pate,  (James  Sagamore  of  Lynn,);  and  Winne- 
purkitt, the  last  of  the  Sagamores^  w^erethesons 
of  the**New  Moon,"  who  had  a  daughter  also, 
called  Abigail.     Whether  IMasconomond,  the 
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Sagamore  of  Agawam,  (now  Ipswich,)  was  of 
the  same  family,  I  liave  not  ascertained.  Nane- 
pashemel  lived  at  Medford,  and  was  killed  aboU{_ 
the  year  1619.  The  government  was  continued 
by  his  queen,  called  ''Squaw  Sachem,"  to  whom 
most  of  the  tribes  in  Massacliusetts  were  sub- 
ject. In  1635,  she  had  a  second  husband,  whose 
name  was  Wappacowet. 

So  much  have  I  thought  it  might  be  interest- 
ing to  say  relative  to  the  history  of  these  In- 
dians, who  had  so  much  to  do  with  Nahant,  at 
this  early  period  of  our  history. 


LETTER  III. 


Ownership  of  Nahant — **Black   William-'  the  orjgIn?il 

proprietor — he  sold  it  to  'J'homas  Dexter  for  a  suit 
I    clothes — Dexter's  lawsuit  with  the  plantation  for  Na- 
•h  nt — Depositions  and  historial  InfornKuion  —  Nu' 
liant  used  for  pasturing  Cuttle,   and  again   sold  for 
*H\vo  pestle  stones," 
As  regards  the  original  ownership  of  Nahant,  it 
a])pears  to  be  evident,  that  in  IG^iO,  it  belonged 
to  an  Indian  Chief,  who  was  called  by  tlie  Eng- 
lish, Duke  V/illiam  or  Black  Will.    His  father 
was  a  Sachem,  lived  at  Swampscotj  and  died  be- 


fore  the  English  arrived.  Black  William  was 
killed  by  some  of  the  white  people,  in  1633. 

In  1C30,  Black  William  sold  Kaliant  to  Thom- 
as Dexter.  Dexter  lived  on  the  western  bank 
of  Saugus  river,  was  a  n  active  and  enterprising- 
man.  He  built  a  mill  and  a  wear  across  Saugua 
river;  owned  eight  hundred  acres  ot"  land,  and 
by  way  of  excellence  was  called  Farmer  Dexter. 
Among  his  other  speculations,  he  purchased  Na- 
hant  of  Black  William  for  a  suit  of  clothes. 
This  purchase  gave  rise  to  an  expensive  law- 
suit between  Farmer  Dexter  and  the  town,  in 
1657,  the  following  account  of  which  is  taken 
from  Lewis,  who  qxiotes  from  the  files  of  the 
Quarterly  Court: 

*'Mr  Tiiomas  Dexter,  who  claimed  Naliant  as 
a  purchase  from  Black  William,  commenced  an 
action  at  the  Quarterly  Court,  on  the  Sd  of 
June,  against  the  town,  for  occupying  it. 
The  case  was  defended  by  Tliomas  1.;  ighton, 
George  Keysar,  Robert  Coats,  and  Joseph  Ar- 
mitage  in  behalf  of  the  town.  The  following 
depositions  were  given: 

1.  "Edward  Ireson,  aged  57  yeares  or  there- 
abouts, svvorne,  soith,  that  liveing  with  Mr 
Thomas  Dexter,  I  carried  the  fencing  stuff, 
which  master  Dexter  sett  up  to  fence  in  Nahant 
his  part  with  the  rest  of  the  Inliahilants,  and 
being  and  living  witli  mr  Dexter,  I  never  heard 
him  say  a  word  of  his  buying  Nahant,  but  only 
his  interest  in  Naliant  for  his  fencing  with  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants,  this  was  about  25  years 
since,  and  after  this  fence  was  ict  up  at  na- 
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hant,  all  the  new  comers  were  to  give  two  shil- 
lings sixpence  a  head  or  a  piece  vnto  the  Betters 
"Dp  of  the  fence  or  inhabitants,  and  some  of  Salem 
brought  Catteii  alsoc  to  nahant,  which  were  to 
give  soe." 

2.  '*The  Testimony  of  Samuel  Whiting  senr: 
of  ye  Towne  of  Linne,  Saith^  that  Mr  Hum- 
phries did  desire  that  mr  Eaton  and  his  compa- 
ny might  not  only  buy  Nahant,  but  the  whole 
Towne  of  Lynne,  and  that  mr  Cobbet  and  he 
and  others  of  the  tovyne  went  to  mr  Eaton  to 
ofler  both  to  him,  and  to  commit  themselves  to 
the  providence  of  God,  and  at  that  time  farmer 
Dexter  lived  in  the  towne  of  Linne."  The  Mr 
Eaton  here  mentioned,  was  Theophilus  Eaton, 
afterwards  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

S.  *'The  Dep.  of  Daniel  Salmon,  aged  about 
45  yeares,  saith  that  he  being  master  Hum- 
phreye's  servant,  and  about  S3  years  agon, there 
being  wolves  in  nahant,  commanded  that  the 
wliole  traine  band  to  goe  drive  them  out,  be- 
cause it  did  belong  to  ihe  whole  towne,  and 
farmer  Dexter's  men  being  then  at  training 
Tv^ent  with  the  rest. 

4.  *'This  I  Joseph  Aimitage,  aged  57  or  there 
abouts;  doe  testifie,  that  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
ycares  agoe,  wee  had  a  generall  towne  meeting 
in  Lin,  ai  that  meeting  there  was  much  dis- 
course about  nahant  was  theires,  myself  b}'  ])ur- 
chase  haveing  a  part  therein,  alter  much  agita- 
tion in  the  meeting,  and  by  persuasion  of  mr 
Cobbitt,  they  that  then  did  plead  a  right  by 
fencing,  did  yield  up  all  their  right  freely  to  the 


Inhabitants  of  ihe  Town^,  of  which  Thomas 
Dexter  senr  was  one.'* 

5.  ''We,  Geo.  Sag-omore  and  the  Sa^omore 
of  Agawam,  doe  testify  that  Duke  William  so 
called  did  sell  all  Nahant  \3nt0  fiarmer  Dexter 
forasuite  of  cloathes,  which  cloaihes  ifarmer 
Dexter  had  again,  and  gave  vnto  Duke  William 
60  called  2  or  S  coates  for  ii  agrain.'  This  depo» 
sition  was  signed  with  an  S.  as  the.  mark  of  Mas- 
conomond  and  the  bow  and  arrow,  as  the  maik 
of  Winnepurkilt. 

*'Other  depositions  v>^ere  given  by  Richard 
Walker,  Edward  Holyoke,  George  Farr,  Chrif- 
loplier  Lindsey,  William  Dixey,  William  Wit- 
ter, John  Ramsdell,  John  Hedge,  William 
Harcher,  and  John  Legg,  The  Court  decided 
in  favor  of  the  defendants;  and  Mr  Dexter  ap- 
pealed to  the  Court  of  Assistants." 

The  two  following:  paragraphs,  also  from 
Lewis,  afford  some  further  information  concern- 
ing Nahant,  and  the  use  which  v/as  made  of  it. 
William  Dixey  came  over  as  a  servant  of  Mr 
Isaac  Johnson,  and  was  admitted  a  freeman  in 
1634. 

On  his  arrival,  application  was  made  by  liis 
master,  for  him  and  others,  "  for  a  place  to  sitt 
downe  in;  upon  whichj'Mie  eays,  ''mr  Ende- 
cott  did  give  me  and  the  rest  leave  to  goe  where 
wee  would;  upon  v/hich  I  went  to  Snugust,  now 
Linne,  and  there  we  met  with  Sagamore  James 
and  som  other  indians,  v/hoedid  give  meandthe 
rest  leaue  to  dwell  there  or  thereabouts;  where- 
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upon  I  and  the  rest  of  my  master's  company  did 
cut  grass  for  caltellj  and  kept  ihem  upon  nahant 
forsom  space  of  time;  for  the  Indian  James  Sag- 
amore and  the  rest  did  give  me  and  the  rest,  in 
behalf  of  my  master  Johnson^  what  land  we 
would;  whereupon  wee  sett  down  in  Saugust, 
and  had  quiet  possession  of  it  by  the  above  said 
Indians,  and  kept  our  cattell  in  nahant  the  sum- 
mer following-. »^ 

16S0.  '-William  Witter  was  a  farmer,  and  re- 
sided at  Swampscot.  lie  says,  ^'Blacke  will, or 
duke  William,  so  called,  came  to  my  house  (which 
was  two  or  three  miles  from  Nahant)  when 
Thomas  Dexter  had  bought  Nahant  for  a  suit 
of  clothes,  the  said  Black  will  Asked  me  what  1 
would  give  him  for  the  Land  my  house  stood 
vppoUj  it  being  his  land,  and  his  ffather's  wig- 
wame  stood  their  abouts, James  Sagomore,  being 
a  youth  was  present,  sll  of  them  acknowledg- 
inge  Black  will  to  be  the  right  owner  of  the 
Land  my  house  stood  on,  and  Sagomore  Hill 
and  Nahant  was  all  liis;"  and  adds  'Hhat  he 
bought  Nahant  and  Sagomer  Hill  and  Swams- 
coate  of -Black  William  for  two  pestle  stones." 

It  would  appear  from  the  first  of  the  above 
quotations  that  Sagamore  James,  (Montowam- 
pate,)  exercised  the  authority  of  his  government 
in  disposing  of  Nahant,  or  at  least  of  the  use  of 
it,  while  from  the  second  paragraph,  according 
to  Witter,  he  allowed  thnt  it  belonged  to  Black 
W^illiam.  Winnepurkitl,  his  successor,  also  at- 
tempted to  dispose  of  it,  as  appears  by  the  mort- 
gage already  mentioned.    But  this  last  sale 
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Nahant,  including  Sagamore  Hill,  (where  the 
rcignin^^  moiiarchs  appear  lo  have  resided,) 
and  Svvampscol,  *'ror  two  pestle  stones,"  is  cheap 
beyond  all  account,  .. 


LETTER  I\. 


Use  mndc  of  Nahant — Sivine  let  loose  in  llie  woods — 
Description  of  Nahant  in  1633,  wrilieii  b}  William 
Wood — Very  full  and  complp.le — Ren>ai  ks. 
I  OAVE  you  in  my  last  some  very  interesting  par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  History  ot  Nahant  and 
its  ownership.  The  facts  stated  in  the  extracts 
ihen  communicaicd,  were  mostly  new  to  me,  or 
if!  had  seen  them  in  print  before.,  it  was  in 
Buch  connection  wiih  other  matter  as  to  escape 
my  particular  attention.  Ii  was  clear,  it  seemed 
to  nie  by  the  depositions  from  the  files  of  the 
Court,  that  Duke  William  really  sold  Nahant  to 
Farmer  Dexter;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  obtained  possession  of  his  purchase.  From 
the  very  first,  it  was  used  as  a  pasture,  common 
to  the  plantation,  although  infested  by  wolves, 
bears  and  other  wild  beasts.  Even  from  Salem 
the  settlers  brought  their  cattle  to  Nahant  in 
the  summer;  and  in  the  autumn,  the  swine  were 
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**iet  loose  in  the  woods  that  they  might  fatten 
themselves  on  nuls  and  acorns At  this  time, 
it  would  hardly  be  credited  that  a  nut  or  acorn 
ever  grew  at  Nahant. 

The  following  full,  graphic  and  particular  de- 
scriptioyi  of  Nahant,  is  taken  from  *'Nevv  Eng- 
land's Prospect, 'Mvritten  in  16SS,  by  Vvilliani 
Wood,  which  work  was  undertaken,  according 
to  his  account,  ''because  there  hath  been  many 
scandalous  and  false  reports  passed  upon  the 
Country,  even  from  the  sulphurous  breath  of 
every  base  ballad  monger," 

'*The  next  plantation  is  Saugus,  sixe  miies 
Northeast  from  Winnesimet.  This  Tovvne  is 
pleasant  for  situation,  seated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
Bay,  which  is  made  on  the  one  side  with  the 
surrounding  shore,  and  on  the  other  side  v^ith  a 
long  sandy  Beach.  This  sandy  beach  is  two 
miles  long,  at  the  end  whereof  is  a  necke  of 
land  called  Nahant.  It  is  sixe  miles  in  curcum- 
ferencc,  well  wooded  with  Cakes,  Pines,  and 
Cedars,  It  is  beside  well  watered,  having,  be- 
side the  fresh  Springs,  a  great  Fond  in  the  Mid- 
dle, before  which  is  a  spacious  Marsh.  In  this 
necke  is  a  store  of  good  ground,  fit  for  the 
Plow;  but  for  the  present  it  is  onely  used  to 
put  young  Cattle  in,  and  weather  goates,  and 
vSwine,  to  secure  them  from  the  Woolues;  a  few 
posts  and  rayles^  from  the  low  water  markes  to 
tlic  shore,  kcepes  out  the  Woolves>  and  keepes 
in  the  Cattle.  One  Black  William,  an  Indian 
Duke,  out  of  his  generosity,  gave  this  place  in 
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^^encrall  to  this  plantation  of  Saugus,  so  ihst  no 
other  can  appropriate  it  to  himselfe. 

'Vpon  the  South  side  of  the  sandy  Beach  the 
Sea  beateth  which  is  a  true  proo^nostication  to 
presage  stormes  and  foule  weather,  and  the 
breaking  tip  of  the  Frost.  For  when  a  stornie 
hath  beene,  or  is  likely  to  be,  it  will  roare  like 
Thunder,  being  hcardc  sixe  miles;  and  after 
stormes  casts  up  great  stores  of  great  Clanomes, 
which  the  Indians,  taking  out  of  their  shels, 
carry  home  in  baskets.  On  the  ^  orth  side  of 
this  Bay  is  two  great  Marshes,  which  are  made 
two  by  a  pleasant  River  runncs  between  thcni. 
Northward  up  this  river  goes  great  store  of  Ale- 
wives,  of  which  they  make  good  Red  Herrings; 
insomuch  that  they  have  been  at  charges  to 
make  them  a  wayre,  and  Herring  house,  to  dry 
these  Herrings  in;  the  last  yeare  were  dried  some 
4  or  5  Last,  [about  150  barrels]  for  an  experi- 
ment, which  proved  very  good;  this  is  h'ke  to 
prove  a  great  enrichment  to  the  land,  (being  a 
a  staple  coriimoditie  in  other  Countries,)  ior  tliere 
be  such  innumerable  companies  in  every  river, 
that  I  have  seen  ten  thousand  taken  in  two 
houres,  by  two  men,  without  any  weire  at  all, 
saving  a  few  stones  to  stone  their  passage  up 
the  river.  There  hkewise  come  store  of  Basse, 
which  the  Indians  and  English  catch  with  hooke 
and  Hue,  some  fifty  or  three  score  at  a  tide.  At 
the  mouth  of  this  river  runnes  up  a  great  crecke 
into  that  great  Marsh,  which  is  called  Rumny 
Marsh,  which  is  4  miles  broad,  halfe  of  it  being 
Marsh  ground,  and  halfe  upland  grasse,  v/ithout 
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tree  or  bush;  this  Marsh  is  crossed  with  divers 
creekes,  \Yherein  lye  great  store  of  Geese  and 
Duckes.  The/e  be  convenient  ponds  for  thc 
planting  of  Ducke  coyes.  Here  is  likewise  be- 
lonQ^ing  to  this  place  divers  fresh  meddowcs, 
which  afford  good  grasse;  and  four  spacious 
pondsj  like  little  lakes,  ^vherein  is  store  of  fresh 
fish,  within  a  mile  of  the  towne;  out  of  which, 
runnes  a  curious  fresh  brooke,  that  is  seldom 
frozen  b^v reason  of  the  warmenec^e  of  the  wa* 
ter;  upon  this  stream  is  built  a  v/ater  Milne, and 
up  this  river  come  Smelts,  and  frosi  fish,  much 
bigger  than  a  Gudgeon.  For  wood  there  is  no 
want,  there  being  store  of  good  Oakes,  Wall- 
nut,  Cedar,  Aspe,  Elrne.  Tlie  ground  is  very 
goodj  in  many  places  without  trees,  and  fit  for 
the  Plough.  In  this  place  is  more  English  til- 
lage, than  in  all  New-England,  and  Virginia  be- 
side which  proved  as  v/e!l  as  could  be  expect- 
ed; the  corn  being  very  good,  especially  the 
Barly,  Rye,  and  Gates. 

''The  land  affordeth  to  the  inhabitants  as 
man}'' varieties  as  any  one  else,  and  the  sea 
more;  the  Basse  continuing  from  the  middle  of 
April  to  Michaclas,  [29th  Sept.]  which  stayes 
not  half  that  time  in  the  Bay,  [Boston  Harbour]; 
besides,  here  is  a  great  deal  of  Rock  cod  and 
Macrill,  insomuch  that  shoales  of  Basse  have 
driven  up  shoales  of  Macrill,  from  one  end  of  the 
Bandie  beach  to  ihe  other;  which  the  inhabitants 
have  gathered  up  in  wheelbarrowes.  The  Bay 
which  lyeth  before  the  Towne,  at  a  low 
spring  tyde  will  be  all  flatts  for  two  miles  to- 
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geiher;  upon  «vhich  is  great  store  of  Muscle 
banckesj  and  clam  bancks,  and  Lobsters  among 
the  rockes  and  grassie  holes.  These  flatts  make 
it  unnavigable  for  shijipes;  yet  at  high  v/ater. 
great  Boales,  Loiters,  and  Pinnaces  of  20  or  SO 
tUD,  may  saile  up  to  the  plantation;  but  they 
neede  have  a  skiifull  Piiote,  because  of  many 
dangerous  rockes  and  foaming  breakers,  that  lye 
nt  the  mouth  of  that  Bay.  The  very  aspect 
of  the  place  is  ibr tiiicalion  enough  to  keep  of! 
an  unknowne  enemiej  yet  ii  may  be  fortified  at 
Jiltle  charge,  being  but  few  landing  places  thcre- 
.about,  and  those  obscure.'' 

This  description  of  Nahant  is  peculiarj  and 
like  all  the  productions  of  that  early  period,  is 
quaint  and  minute,  embracing  almost  every 
mentionable  thing  about  Nahant.  To  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  portion  of  country  des* 
cribed,  Irom  Chelsea  to  Salem,  it  will  appear 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  so  full  and  complete 
an  idea  of  the  country,  its  character,  soil,  ap- 
.pearances,  uses,  productions,  rivers, creeks, ponds, 
marshes,  harbor,  fish,  the  manner  of  taking  them, 
&c.  Sic.  could  have  been  given  in  so  few  v^'ords. 
Nothing  seems  to  have  escaped  tlie  observation 
of  Mr  Wood,  as  nothing  can  exceed  the  graphic 
and  sometimes  beautiful  language,  which  lie  has 
employed.  How  truly  he  says,  of  the  rocky 
headland  of  Nahant,  *'the  very  aspect  of  the 
place  is  fortification  enougli  to  keepe  off  an  un- 
knowne enemie;  yet  it  may  be  fortified  at  little 
charge,  being  but  few  landing  places  thereabout, 
and  those  obscure.'* 
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Nahant  not  foHy  appreciated — Sun  iFe  nt  fiKhant— 
Moriiirig  walk — Taste  for  Scientific  pursuits — l^asle 
ft  r  sometlnng — Long  Beach, 
I  HAVE  long  been  ofthe  opinion  that  this  delig-ht* 
ful  and  saluburioiis  summer  retreat,  is  not  pio- 
perly  appreciated,  highly  as  it  is  estimated  by 
the  thousands  who  anntially  visit  it.  But  a  tran- 
eient  visit, — while  the  steam  boat  stops  at  the 
landingf, — cannot  afford  a  correct  or  adequate 
idea  oi' Nahant,  its  beauties,  wonders  or  luxu- 
ries. It  requires  a  week,  or  perhaps  a  whole  sea- 
son, to  see  Nahant  as  it  should  be  seen  to  be 
fully  appreciated, — not  a  Vvreek  of  fine  weather, 
for  better  is  it  by  far  that  it  should  be  interspers' 
cd  with  a  storm  or  tv/o.  Nahant  needs  to  be 
seen  under  all  its  asjjccts, — under  the  darkening 
ch:>ud,  amidst  the  roaring  ocean,  whitened  by 
the  foaming  billows,  and  illuminated  by  the  flash- 
ing lightning;  as  Jvell  in  the  broad  sunshine 
of  noon,  when  the  blue  and  beautiful  ocean  is 
spread  out  to  the  e3^e,  until  sky  and  sea  forms  a 
common  line,  as  in  the  evening;  when  the  breath- 
hing  south  ^'ind  comes  softly  over  the  water 
and  cools  the  fever  ish  temple  with  its  balmy  air- 
Much  has  been  said  of  ihc  indescribable  mag- 
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jiif  cence  of  a  Siin-Rising  at  sea,  and  it  certainly 
is  a  display  of  splendor  and  of  gorgeous  light 
only  to  be  equslled  b}''  a  sun  rising  at  Nahant, 
which  is  very  much  the  same  thing.    The  sun  is 
beheld  emerging  from  the  iimiilcss  surface  of  the 
ocean,  reeking  as  it  were,  in  all  his  glory,  while 
the  sky  presents  a  far  spreading  canopy  of  gold. 
The  scattered  sails  on  the  ever-heaving  bosom 
of  the  sea,  are  gilded  with  the  glorious  light, 
and  the  markei-Hshermen,  as  the  day  advances, 
are  seen  in  the  dorys^  like  flies  on  the  v/ave. 
But  it  is  not  the  sun  only,  in  all  the  glory  of  his 
rising,  which  is  j)icasant  and  grateful  to  the 
early  riser  at  Nahant:  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 
the  air  is  pure  and  invigorating,  and  all  around 
is  ihe  silent  grandeur  and  vast  magnificence  of 
nature's  works.    The  swelling  sea,  vriih  scarce- 
ly a  breeze-ripple  on  its  bosom,  dashes  against 
the  rugged  shore  and  rolls  its  white  foam  over 
the  clitis  and  in  the  deep  crannies  of  the  rocks. 

A  morning  walk  at  Nahant,  is  one  of  the  most 
exhilerating  and  healthful  pleasures  of  the  place, 
whether  it  be  in  the  gravelled  walks,  on  the 
*^sandie  beach,"  or  bounding  over  the  craggy 
rocks, — there  is  everywhere  enough  to  engage 
the  attenlion,  whether  it  be  directed  to  botany, 
conchology,  mineralogy,  Jishoiogi/^  or  mere 
curious  observation.  No  one  need  to  have  his 
lime  hang  heavily  about  iiim,  whether  lie  has  a 
taste  for  scientific  pursuits  or  for  the  enjoyment 
of  natural  scenery,— for  the  most  sluggish  can 
enjoy  his  bed  in  the  warmest  nights  or  hottest 
mornings,  and  such  st  least  are  sure  to  have 
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a  taste  for  a  good  breakfast^  in  the  expectancy 
of  which,  at  Drew's,  he  will  not  he  disappointed. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  visiter  at  Nahant  should  have  a  taste  for 
something, — it  hardly  matters  what  it  is  for,  but 
taste  of  some  sort  he  must  have.  II  it  be  a  taste 
for  reading,  cool  and  airy  retreats  are  easily 
found;  if  for  pleasant  scenes  and  natural  gran- 
deur", these  arc  open  before  him;  if  for  science^ 
in  things  of  the  air,  earth  or  sea,  he  may  enjoy 
and  cultivate  it;  if  for  pedestrian  or  equestrian 
ex])]oits,  he  may  enjoy  it;  if  for  fasiiion  and  fop- 
pery, he  can  show  hiir^self  as  he  pleases  and  fmd 
plenty  of  observers;  or  if  for  bathing,  or  shoot- 
ing, he  may  swim,  fish  or  shoot  to  his  heart's 
content.  In  addition  to  all  this  there  are  other 
amusements,  common  to  similar  resorts,  in  which 
ladies,  gentlemen  and  children  can  indulge  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  day. 

The  mid-day  at  Nahant,  including  the  hours 
immediately  preceding  and  succeeding  the  hour 
of  dining,  is  generally  embraced  for  a  ride  to  the 
Long  Beach, — one  of  the  most  delightful  drives 
in  the  world.  Ladies  and  gentiemen  set  off  from 
the  Hotel  in  carriages,  barouches,  chaises,  on 
horseback,  in  parties,  10  enjoy  a  ride  over  thig 
remarkable  beach. 

ft  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  neither  pen 
nor  pencil,  nor  both  combined  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  could  give  any  truly  ad- 
equate idea  of  Nahant  Beach,  and  the  cease- 
less ocean-wave  which  rolls  over  its  smoothened 
euriace.    It  is  an  exhibition  of  natural  beauty 
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and  grandeur,  neither  lo  be  described  nor  paint- 
ed. It  is  beyond  the  poci's  as  the  painter's  art 
— it  iii  too  sublime,  too  vast,  too  overwhehning 
for  the  power  of  language.  Words,— mere 
words,- — are  not  large  enough !  The  sublime  im- 
mensity of  a  single  Vi^ave — as  it  comes  rolling  on 
in  its  changing  colors  and  overhanging  fullness, 
and  its  crest  of  glittering  diamonds,  which 
spreads  in  bursting  bubbles  at  your  feet, — not 
only  exhausts  but.  exceeds  all  language.  The 
broad  and  far  extending  Beach,  with  its  almost 
rockless  and  unruffled  surface; — a  deadened  mir- 
ror of  evenness  and  beauty, — a  ball  room,  as  it 
were,  vast  enough  for  all  the  sea-nymphs  of  the 
great  Atlantic  10  celebrate  their  gala  days, — is 
not  to  be  put  in  mere  words,  cannot  be  describ- 
ed except  in  living  characters  equivalent  to  its 
own  immensity.  It  is  a  v.hole  language, — even 
more,  an  eternity  in  itself, — and  can  no  more  be 
written  than  the  blue  arch  of  heaven.  Nor  can 
it  be  described  in  parts — there  is  no  power,  no 
method,  by  which  to  convey  to  another,  as  a 
whole  or  in  portions,  an  adequate  idea  of  its 
sublime  grandeur.  It  fills  the  mind  too  full  for 
the  power  of  language;  thought  itself  is  check- 
ed:  expression  fails  wholly,  and  we  are  either 
absorbed  in  admiration  and  wonder,  or  aim  to 
unchain  the  mind  from  its  enchantment  b}'  the 
force  of  some  careless  remark.  It  is  like  the 
Ocean — who  can  describe  or  paint  the  Oceani 
if  it  were  siill  antl  motionless,  who  can  des- 
cribe its  magnificent  vastness  or  ])aint  its  glori- 
ous depths?    Us  eternal  upheaving-bosom,  its 
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limitless  immensity,  its  crested  waves  kissing  the 
air  in  bursting  chrystals,—vvho  can  convey  these 
to  the  unpresent  mind  in  languaj^e?  Who  can 
picture,  in  words  or  colors,  as  it  is,  a  single  wave 
in  its  moving  life?  Vvhy  then  talk  of  putting 
into  words—characters  more  diminutive  than  its 
gentlest  ripple— the  Ocean  itself,  in  contact  wiih 
its  almost  equal  wonder,  the  far-spread  Beach 
of  Nahant? 
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Nahaiit  beginning  \q  be   appreciated — Erection  of  the 
hotel  in  1820 — Its  archilcctine  &c. —Addition  to  the 
hotel  building— Its  arcliitcctural  deformity  balanced 
by  its  conveniency — Eniployracnt  of  time — Breakfast, 
Dinner,  Tea—Evening  amusements — Fashion  the  life 
of  Love — Evening  walk — Cool  sleep. 
Although  Nahant  has  been  a  public  resort  for 
many  years  past,  it  is,  we  may  almost  say,  he- 
gimmig  to  be  appreciated.    Jt  has  gradually 
grown  into  favor  and  is  more  appreciated  as  it  is 
more  visited. — It  wears  v/ell  and  improves  upon 
acquaintance.  It  is  now  over  twenty  years  since 
the  erection  of  the  Hotel,  which  took  place  in 
1820,  and  from  that  time  Nahant  hag  grown  to 
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be  one  of  the  most  celebrated  ^^vvatering  places" 
in  the  country.  This  Hotel  is  on  the  most  south- 
erly orsouiheasteriy  point  ofNahant, — the  oceau 
head-land, — and  is  built  of  native  stone,  taken 
from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  its  location.  The 
interior  arrangements  and  the  architecture  of 
the  building  is  light,  airy  and  elegant,  as  such  a 
building-  should  be  in  wsuch  a  place.    It  contains 
nearly  one  liundred  rooms;  but  these  and  the 
general  accommodanons  of  the  house  having 
become    wholly  inadequate  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  company,  some  dozen  years  ago  a 
a  lar^^^e  additional  building  was  erected,  connect- 
ed on  the  southerly  side  of  the  fornier  edifice, 
which  affords  above  a  hundred  roouis  and  a  very 
large  and  commodious  dining-hall.    The  out- 
buildings, the  billiard  hall,  bathino:-house,  and 
even  the  howling  allies,  and  we  had  almost  said 
the  ice-house  and  hen-coops,  are  all  in  good  taste, 
especially  the  first  named,  which  is  really  a  neat 
but  a  small  sam})le  of  (he  ^'Grecian  temple^' 
style.  These,  (alihough  we  did  not  mean  to  say 
anything  about  it.)  are  all  put  to  the  blush  by  the 
"convenient  addition!-'    However,  as  we  en- 
joy the  occupancy  of  very  airy  and  pleasant 
room>5,  enclosed  by  its  outward  ugliness,  com- 
manding most  extensive  views  of  the  city  and 
neighboring  towns,  and  especially  of  the  far- 
extending  ocean,  it  may  he  as  well  to  admit,  (as 
we  now  do)  that  its  interior  advantages  make 
amends  for  its  exterior  deformity.    The  hand- 
some, cool  and  commodious  dining  hall,  also, — 
we  confess' we  have  much  res[)ecl  for  that, in  con- 
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sideralion  of  its  own  excellent  qualities  and  the 
service  to  which  it  is  appropriated.  . 

In  our  last,  we  gave  a  sketch  of  what  might  be 
done  or  seen  at  Nahant,  to  employ  the  time,  and 
especially  at  morning;  and  noon.    A  word  of  the 
evening  hour  may  not  he  amiss  here,  particular- 
ly as  we  have  been  talking  of  the  hotel.  Break- 
fast is  by  many  considered  a  dull  0ieeting, — Din- 
ner is  often  made  as  it  were,  a  matter  of  busi- 
ness, generally  to  be  despalched,  as  some  of  the 
railroad  folks  say,  but  Tea  is  a  merry  nAceting. 
We  confess  we  have  often  found  it  so;  but  aj- 
ier  tea  \s  {he  soc'vA  hour  at  Nahant.    At  this 
lime,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  their  little 
resj  onsibilities,  generally    repair  to  the  long 
drawing-room.    Some  of  the  nimble  fingers  are 
always  ready  for  the  piano  forte,  and  some  of 
ihc  nimble  leet  are  ever  ready  for  the  dance, 
and  thus  the  evening's  social  pleasures  are  com- 
menced,   'i'he  '^young  people"  play,  dance  and 
ging,  while  those  who  choose,  enjoy  the  familiar 
conversation,  enlivened  by  delicate  and  spark- 
ling wit.    The  senior  part  of  the  company  con- 
gregate in  groups,  while  many  a  soft  word  pass- 
es between  those  of  fewer  years,  and  who  are 
more  sensible  to  the  mild  influences  of  love. — 
There  is  fashion  in  everything,  and  not  less  in 
younf*  love  than  in  other  things.    Fashion  is,  in 
some  sense,  the  life  of  love.    People  love,  some- 
times, because  it  is  the  fashion,  and  fashionable 
•people  must  not  be  unfashionable.     But  we 
prove  our  position  syllogistically  thus:  fashion 
is  true  taste,  (or  ought  to  be,)  true  taste  is  love- 
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]yi  whatever  is  lovely  is  the  life  of  love; — why 
then  should  not  Nahant  be  the  pccuh'ar  abode  of 
the  fickle  goddess?  Lovely  in  itself;  fashiona- 
ble for  itself, — it  isj  for  a  season,  the  favorite  re- 
sort of  young  hearts,  worshipping  at  the  shrine 
of  the  blind  goddess. 

There  is  nothing  of  dolness  in  an  evening  at 
Nahant.  A  walk,  in  the  mild  light  of  the  moon, 
to  the  Spouting  Horn,  Swallow's  Cave,  or  lo 
any  of  the  rocky  prominences,  is  delightfuk  — 
the  calm  and  unbroken  quietude  that  reigns  ever 
the  scene,  is  soothing  to  the  mind,  while  the 
cool,  pure  air,  invigorates  the  body.  The  glit- 
tering diamonds  of  the  skies,  shiiie  out  with  a 
clearer  brillianc}^  in  the  transparent  air  of  Na- 
hant, and  the  ocean  wave  curls  its  udiite  foam, 
to  catch,  as  it  were-,  pearly  gems  from  their  sod 
light.  The  white  sail  is  seen  on  the  heaving 
wave,  or  it  may  be,  lifted  into  the  horizon, v/here 
tlie  sky  and  sea  unite  in  one  line  of  space.  The 
distant  light  liouses  cast  their  light  across  the 
broad  ex[)anse  of  waters  for  the  mariners'  aid 
and  direction.  These  and  other  scenes  serve  to 
engage  the  attention  and  gratify  the  taste, before 
the  hour  of  retiring,  which  invariabl}'  comes 
along  sooner  than  is  ex[)ected.  A  night's  sleep 
at  Nahant,  in  hot  weather,  is  a  luxury  no  wiiere 
else  to  be  enjoyed — if  ice  is  a  luxury  at  Canton, 
so  is  a  bed  at  Drevv-s,  of  a  hot  August  night! — 
To  bs  appreciated  it  must  be  enjoyed— no  one 
can  describe  its  invigorating  influence. 
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CVIlivation  of  trees — Nahunt  robhcrl  of  its  uood  (or 
fiK'I — Kol'crl  Page  presented  for  *sennge  Faille*  Vi  iil/ 
wood  on  Sunday — Order  of  liie  town  for  cjearing  tlie 
land — Considerat  ions  coiicrrninfj'  Nahant;  its,  past 
and  prGi?ent  uses,  its  growtii  as  a  place  of  resort. 
You  could  iiolbul  have  rcinaikod  the  factstatcd^, 
that  in  16S0,  Nahant  "vvas  vvell  covered  with  for- 
est trees,  of  vaiious  kinds,  Vvhicli  sir>ce  ihnt  time 
have  all  been  destroyed.  There  are  nov;  but 
few  trees  of  any  age  on  the  Peninsula;  and  those 
are  .principally  willous,  EfTons  have  been  re- 
peatedly made  in  years  past,  to  rear  trees  of  ev- 
ery description  on  Nahant,  which  so  far,  e:^cept- 
ing  in  relation  to  the  Balm  ol  Gilcad,  have  prov- 
ed unsuccessful.  Of  this  last  description,  Mr 
Tudor  has  raised  a  great  number,  and  they  have 
been  set  out  along  the  road  and  over  the  penin- 
sula very  generally.  They  have  thrived  pretty 
well  so  far,  and  seen>  to  stand  liie  winter  and 
WMnds  very  successfully. 

Nahant  was  robbed  of  its  wood,  probably  as 
the  islands  in  Boston  Harbor  Avere.— for  fire- 
wood. For  instance,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston 
supplied  themselves  v/ith  wood  froni  Noddle^s 
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Island,  now  East  Bostoij,  anci  probably  from  Uie 
other  islands.  We  find,  in  reference  to  Nahant, 
that  on  the  ISth  of  June,  16GS, — ''Robert  Page 
of  Boston,  was  r)resented  for  setinge  saille  from 
Nahant;  in  his  b^ate,  being  Loadcnivith  tcood] 
thereby  Profaining-  the  Lord's  Dave.''  It  was 
no  offence  to  take  wood  from  Nahant — the  of- 
fence appears  to  have  consisted  in  taking  it  on 
Sunday,  On  tlie  contrar}^,  the  town  of  Lynn, 
in  1G5G,  passed  an  order  for  clearing  of  tiic  land, 
laying  a  penalty  of  50  shillings  on  those  wlio  5ie- 
glecled  to  clear  their  lots  in  six  years.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  order  from  the  town  records  of 
Lynn: 

*^At  a  towne  meeting  held  February  24,  IG56, 
It  was  voted  tliat  Nahant  should  he  laid  out  in 
planting  lotts,  and  every  householder  should 
liave  equal  in  the  dividing;  of  it,  noe  man  more 
than  another,  and  every  person  to  clear  of  his 
wood  in  6  years,  and  he  or  they  that  do  not  clear 
their  lotts  of  the  v/ood,  Ehall  pay  50  shillings  for 
the  towne's  use.  Alsoe^  every  householder  is  to 
]iave  his  and  their  lotts  for  7  years,  and  it  is  to 
be  laid  downe  for  a  pasture  for  the  towne,  and 
in  the  seventh  year,  every  one  that  bath  improv 
ed  his  lott  by  planting  shall  then,  that  is  in  the 
seventh  year,  sowe  their  lolt  with  English  corne, 
and  in  every  acre  of  land  as  they  improve,  they 
shall  with  their  iMiglish  cornc,  sow^  one  bushel 
of  hay  seed,  and  soe  pjoportionable  to  all  the 
Jand  that  is  improved,  a  bushel!  of  hay  seed  to 
one  acre  of  land,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
no  person  is  to  raise  any  kind  of  building  at  all, 
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and  for  laying  out  this  land  there  is  chosen 
Francis  Ingais,  Henry  Collins,  James  Axce, 
Adann  Hawckes,  Lieut.  Thomas  Marshall,  John 
Hatliorne,  Andrev/  Manslieid." 

We  have  seen  that  Nahant  was  originally  the 
resort  of  v/olves  and  other  wild  beasts;  ne.\t  the 
resort  of  the  savage,  who  came  here  lor  food  and 
amusement  on  the  beaches;  ne^it  it  was  formed 
into  a  pasture  for  the  ''cattle  and  swine"  of  the 
first  settlers;  afterwards  it  was  improved  for  ihe 
catchino'  and  curing-  of  fisli  and  its  lands  appro- 
})riated  .villi  conditions  relating  to  that  use;  it 
was  used  as  a  wood  lot,  to  furnish  fueh  not  only 
to  *'Saugust/'  (Lynn,  and  all  the  vicinity.)  but 
to  Boston;  it  was  sold  ibr  a  suit  of  clothes,  re- 
claimed and  sold  again  for  two  old  coats;  was 
mortgaged  for  £10  to  Mr  Davison;  was  again 
sold  for  two  ''pestle  stones;'^  was  afterwards 
lotted  out  to  be  cultivated,  on  certain  conditions 
which  v/e  have  mentioned;  became  the  subject 
of  long  and  tedious  litigation  among  the  early 
settlers; — and  iico  hundred  years  afcerwards 
it  became  the  frequent  lesoit  of  pleasure  parties 
from  Boston  and  all  the  country  round,  afford- 
ing no  accommodations  but  its  native  roughness, 
and  the  roughness  of  its  natives.  The  former 
is  well  known,  and  the  latter  is  well  remember- 
ed. There  were  but  three  or  lour  families  of 
white  people  on  Nahant  at  this  time.  It  had 
then  been  robbed  of  its  trees,  and  shorn  of  much 
of  its  beauty.  These  families  were  very  shy  of 
visiters—they  disliked  the  intrusion — would  ruu 


sffrl^fl^ted  when  ihey  saw  them  coming— and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  that  any  thing  in  the 
nature  of  cooking  utensil  or  food,  could  be  ob- 
tained from  them.  They  v.^ould  shut  their  doors 
in  the  faces  of  strangers  and  escape  to  their  back 
rooms  or  chambers  of  safety.  Subsequently  to 
this  time  (say  about  1815  and  up  to  1820.)  par- 
ties frequently  v/ent  to  Nahant  in  carriages. — 
A  gentleman  lately  informed  me  that  they  used 
to  start  from  Boston  b\^  daylight  in  the  morning, 
taking  with  them  every  thing  which  they  would 
need  except  fish.  JSIr  Wood,  who  kept  a  house 
there,  would  cook  for  them,  and  perhaps  furnish 
a  few  vegetables. 

Visiters  became  so  frefjucnl,  and  applications 
for  various  little  accommodations  so  common, 
that  the  necessary  intercourse  increased,  and  fi- 
nally these  ver}'  people  began  to  make  it  an  ob- 
ject to  accommodate  parlies  of  j)leasure,  so  far 
as  they  were  able,  and  to  charge  them,  as  we 
have  been  told,  most  unconscionable  prices  for 
the  smallest  favors.  This  also  naturally  led  to 
the  o[>ening  of  several  houses  for  ])ublic  enter- 
tainment, which  are  now  standing  in  the  village, 
eome  half  n))le  from  the  Hotel.  From  the  time 
of  v.-hich  \vc  have  been  spealiing  to  the  present, 
Nahant  has  been  the  resort  of  companies  of 
friends  J  families  and  parties,  for  the  enjoy  micnt 
of  its  salubrious  air,  sea-bathing  and  its  excel- 
lent fish.  In  uncivilized  and  barbarous  times,  it 
was  the  resort  of  wild  beasts,  the  roaming  field 
and  the  pleasure  ground  of  the  savage;  in  after 
ages  and  in  more  enlightened  times,  it  is  nov/ 
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the  resort  of  the  gay,  xbe  beautiful,  the  richj 
the  refined.  The  fair-haired  and  bright-eyed 
beauty  of  our  own  country,  the  stars  and 
gems  of  fenmie  literature  and  loveliness  from 
other  climeSj  men  of  genius,  learning,  and  fame 
--all  now  resort  for  recreation  and  enjoyment  to" 
the  early  pleasure  ground  and  hunting  field  of 
the  untuiored  savage! 


LETTER  YilL 


Disappointrncnt  on  vii?itlng  Nahant—Looking  out  for 

the  S>»;(-Sei  pent  Correct  idea    of   Nahant  "a 

watering    phice,"   toward  tl^e   Ocean — Few  Ueeg 
and  slirulibery,  but  not  witlioiu  cultivation— -No  foxes, 
wolves  <n-  hear?  now;  but  rocks,  bcaciipt-,  fi^h, scene' 
ry,  air,  inineral.-',  specimens  of  natural  history,  ^'c. 
When  persons  visit  Nahant  for  the  first  time 
and  for  a  short  time,  it  is  seldom  the  case  that 
they  are  not  disappointed.  Tiiey  have  very  like- 
ly heard  of  Nahant — perhaps  have,  heard  much 
about  it,  and  in  many  cases  expect  to  see  the 
sea  serpent,  or  some  other  wonder,  of  course— 
We  remeniber,  on  our  first  visii  to  Nahant,  we 
looked  for  hi,s  snakeship  all  the  way  on  the  pas- 
sage, and  went  incontinently  to  the  piazza  of  the 
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hotel,  with  glass  in  hand,  about  as  much  prepar- 
ed to  see  him  as  thoupli  we  had  come  to  witness 
an  established  exhibiiion.  Of  course^  we  did 
not  see  him  — his  majesty  did  not  choose  to  be 
stared  at  as  a  show!  He  only  shows  himself, 
when  it  suits  himself  to  be  seen.  Enpassant, 
of  the  Sea  Serpent:  without  much  doubling  the 
existence  of  such  a  creature  as  the  Sea  Serpent, 
ourselves,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  some- 
thing eise  is  seen  very  often  and  reported  to  be 
ihe  real  serpent.  The  creature  called  a  Sea  Ser- 
pent may  be  frequently  seen;  but  then  other 
things  or  creatures^  are  also  seen  and  also  called 
the  Sea  Serpent;  and  this  mistake  often  makes 
trouble  and  tends  to  bring  discredit  upon  those 
who  really  have  seen  ihe  Sea  Serpent.  Of  late 
years  at  Nahaiit,  everything  uncommon,  and 
pornetimes  even  a  ledge  of  rocks^  which  surely 
is  not  very  uncommon  here,  is  ^^cracked  up  to 
be''  the  Sea  Serpent;  and  thus  the  credulous  are 
imposed  upon — tlie  veracit}'  of  many  intelligent 
and  truth-speaking  v/itncsses  discredited,  and  an 
air  of  falsehood  thrown  over  the  whole  story. 

But  people  are  liable  to  be  disappointed  in  re- 
spect to  Nahnnt,  m.ore  in  other  matters  ever, 
than  in  relation  to  the  existence  and  appearance 
of  the  Si'a  Serpent.  Each  j)erson  has  most  like- 
ly formed  in  his  mind's  eye,  some  idea  of  the 
place;  and  tlie  chance  is,  that  in  most  cases  it 
will  be  erroneous.  The  first  correct  idea— that 
Nahant  is  a  ^'xvateriiig  placc,^^  does  not  suffi- 
ciently impress  them.  //  25  out  in  ihe  ocean;  yet 
hundreds  look  for  such  things,  and  such  scenery, 


and  such  recreations,  as  they  would  be  likely  to 
find  20  or  50  miles  in  the  interior.  They  ex- 
pect, at  least,  to  find  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  it 
may  b  '  woods  and  groves,  but  even  in  this  they 
are  to  be  dlsappoiated.  Trees,  woods  and  shrub- 
bery, were  once  here,  but  so  far  from  cultivating^ 
or  endeavoring'-  to  preserve  them  were  the  early 
settlers,  that  they  proposed  a  fine  if  they  were 
not  all  cut  down  in  six  yearsl—'l^he  y^Vdce  was 
at  that  time, — nearly  two  centuries  ago, — 
thickly  wooded,  and  the  resort  of  wolves  and 
foxes.  Bui  now,  alas,  tliere  is  not  a  single  tree, 
unless  some  two  or  three  ancient  cedars  have  es- 
caped the  axe,  of  the  original  growth  on  the  pe- 
ninsula; and  as  to  wolves  and  foxes,  excepting 
in  the  deep  fishures  ol  the  rocks,  there  is  no  place 
to  hide  their  heads ! 

Still  ^N'ahant  is  not  eniirely  without  culti- 
vation, and  is  yearly  improving  in  this  re- 
spect. There  are  now  some  very  hand- 
some gardens  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  and 
to  the  summer  cottages;  and  our  friend  Drew 
has  some  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  has  recently  extended  and 
improved  his  large  garden.  The  ''store  ol' good 
land  fit  lor  the  plow,"  mentioned  in  history, is  in  a 
fair  way  to  bs  cultivated  and  improved  under 
his  administration  and  by  iorce  and  success  of 
his  example.  There  are  v=;everal  fine  fields  of 
grain,  and  of  the  sugar-beet  now  in  a  very  pros- 
perous condition,  looking  and  promising  as  well 
as  any  in  the  interior,  besides  abundance  of  gar- 
den vegetables  and  good  mowing  land;  and  these 
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are  much  less  liabls  to  injury  from  early  frost 
than  in  the  country.  The  growing  of  trees, 
however,  as  wc  have  ah'cady  rneniioijcd,  is  some- 
what less  succeosful,  it  being  almost  impossible 
to  preserve  tliem  through  the  winter  storms. — 
They  are  probably  killed  by  the  salt-water  8pr ay 
blown  over  them,  during"  the  continuance  of  se- 
vere storms.  In  these  storms  ihe  waves  dash 
quite  over  the  highest  rocks  around  the  shore. 
We  have  been  iiiformed  that  they  are  frequent- 
ly seen  to  ''o'ertop"  the  ^'Pulpit  Rock;"  and  the 
spray  is  then  blown  by  the  wind  over  the  land, 
even  to  overflow  the  piazza  of  the  hotel, — this 
it  is,  we  suppose,  which  kills  the  young  trees. 
Tliere  are,  neverthelcrfs,  a  few  scattering  trees 
tl;at  survive,  in  certain  locations, — the  lilile  FAniy 
in  front  of  the  bath-house,  and  protected  by  it 
from  the  spray,  lives  on  from  year  to  year,  and 
a  few  others  in  sheltered  situations,  seem  as  yet 
to  survive  the  wintry  blasts.  It  is  very  proba- 
ble that  trees  of  various  kinds,  will  flourish  here, 
as  buildings  multiply  to  break  off  the  wind  and 
afford  them  shelter,  but  those  produced  from  the 
seed  and  not  transplanted  from  a  different  soil, 
will  undoubtedly  thrive  best. 

We  cannot  flatter  ourselves  yet,  however,  that 
those  w^ho  feel  disa})))ointed  at  not  finding  Na- 
hant  a  country  place,  are  very  soon  to  be  gra- 
tified in  their  expectations.  Its  ''store  of  good 
ground'-  may  be  ciiltivati.'d,  but  woods,  groves, 
and  orchards,  it  may  not  yet  have.  In  truth, 
desirable  as  these  ma\^  be,  Nahant  does  not  need 
ihcm— they  may  better  be  sought  for  elsewhere. 
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Nahant  has  its  rocksj  beaches^  caves,  fish,  Bee. 
air,  ocean-scenery,  its  bath-houses  and  its  hotel, 
— and  these  are  enough!  These  make  it  Avhat  it 
isj— a  healthful  and  delightful  resort,  and  those 
who  seek  for  such  a  place,  where  are  constantly 
seen  the  sublimest  exhibitions  of  nature,  in  the 
ocean-wave,  the  rock-bound  island,  and  in  the 
glorious  heavens  J — need  feel  no  disappointment 
on  visiting  Naliant.  Characterised  as  Nahant 
is,  by  the  majestic  and  sublime,  it  is  still  not  de- 
ficient in  some  of  the  pleasing  lescer  works  of 
nature:  the  wild  fiower  in  its  fields,  the  miner- 
als in  its  bosom,  the  shells  on  its  shore,  the  birds 
on  its  marshes,  and  thefi^h  in  its  waters, — af- 
ford infinite  sources  of  study  and  gratification  to 
the  casual  observer  as  to  the  lover  of  natural 
history.  , 


LETTER  IX. 

Nabftnt  the  resort  of  savji^e  and  civilized  life — Some 
TurLlier  descrijuion  of  topography —Freservation 
of  Lonf^  Be;ici>  by  a  causeway, 
0>'CK  Nahant  was  the  resort  of  the  savage,  and 
our  readers  have  seen  what  kind  of  a  resort  it 
was  10  them.  It  is  now  the  resort  of  the  most 
refined  of  civilized  life,  and  we  have  seen  wdiat 
kind  of  a  resort  it  is  for  them.  The  Indian  en- 
joyed il  in  all  its  natural  beauty  and  freshness; 
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we  enjoy  it,  shorn  of  much  of  its  orig^Inal  beauty 
but  unimpaired  in  its  solid  and  sublime  gran- 
deur. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  fnllowed  these 
pages  thus  far,  if  they  have  never  visited  Na~ 
bant,  must  have  formed  some  idea  of  it;  but 
it  nevertheless,  may  be  proper  that  we  should 
attempt  some  further  description.  Nahant  may 
be  called  an  arm  of  land  extending  into  the  sea,' 
or  a  **necke  of  land,'*  as  Mr  Wood  called  it.  fi 
extends  over  three  miles  from  the  shore  of  Lynn : 
passing  over  the  Beach  from  Lynn,  nearly  a 
mile  and  three  quarcers,  we  come  to  Little  Na- 
hant, (an  island,  except  the  beach  connections,) 
containing  nearly  50  acres,  and  consisting  of  two 
principal  elevations  or  hills;  then  passing  over 
the  lesser  Beach,  one  half  mile  in  length,  wc 
come  to  the  larger  nebulae,  or  island,  called 
Great  Nahant.  On  this  is  the  village,  the  cot- 
tages, the  church,  the  hotels,  landing,  &c.  A 
very  considerable  part  of  the  lesser  Nahant  is 
under  good  cultivation,  being  covered  with 
fields  of  "waving  corn*'  and  other  productions 
of  the  farmer. 

Besides  the  two  principal  beaches,  there  are 
eight  or  nine  shorter  beaches  around  the  two 
Nahants,  and  excepting  these,  the  shore  is  en- 
tirely rock-bound,  so  that  the  "very  aspect  of 
the  place  is  fortification  enough  to  keepe  off  an 
unknown  enemie."  To  pass  around  the  entire 
shore  of  tlie  Nahants,  the  distance  would  pro- 
bably be  from  eight  to  ten  miles. 

Nahant  does  not  extend  in  a  straight  line  from 
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the  shore  of  Lynn  into  the  Ocean.  The  io- , 
beach  runs  in  a  curved  line,  and  the  short  he.l 
wUh  Great  Nahant,  somewhat  resembles  a  6oc, 
m  shape,  hav.ng,  to  be  sure,  a  rather  large  foo.. 
I  he  long  beach  ,s  a  great  protection  to  the  l>ar. 
bor  of  Lynn,  and  preservation  has  beer, 
deemed  so    essential  that  in    1824    a  cause 

way  ol  planks,  filled  in  with  .nnd,wa.s:  construe.: 
ed,  at  the  jo.nt  expense  of  the  State  and  th. 
town  of  Lynn,  each  appropriating-  the  sum  oi 
ei500  The  subject  of  preserving  this  beach 
and  h«rbor  was  .ntroduced  at  the  session  of  Cor,- 
gress.u  1838,  and  an  appropriation  of  ,^S9  CO.^ 
determined  upon,  but  lost  among  the  mass  of 
other  unfinished  business. 

The  beach  has  no  doubt  undergone  very  co.- 
Mderable  changes  and  is  in  fact  perpetuallv 
changmg.  ^^  ulun  the  last  half  century,  iu 
breadth  ,.,  supposed  to  have  been  reduced  on. 
half  and  it  has  become  more  curved  than  for- 
merly. Ills  a  question  whether  there  was  not 
some  extent  of  soil  on  this  beach,  in  early  time, 
as  Slumps  of  large  trees  are  now  to  be  e'een 
some  places.  On  some  of  the  taller  beaches 
also,  stumps  of  large  trees  arc  found  The  soil 
of  the  long  beach  has  undoubtedly  auled  in  tl:c 
formaf  on  of  the  extensive  ma.shes  of  Lynn, 
wh.ch  have  been  formed  by  the  wash  of  these.. 

Ine  original  surface  of  ihp^o         i      •  r 
^  ,  ,  ,  ^     ,  '-"C'^e  marshes  is  iivt 

ject  below  the  present  surface. 
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CURIOSITIES  OF  NAKANT. 


Egg  Roci:  is  said  lo  he  two  miles  N.E,  of  Na- 
hant  in  ihe  midst  of  a  broad  expanse  of  water. 
It  appears  from  tlic  hotei  .to  be  a  naked  rock, 
but  contains  two  or  three  acres  of  land.  It  is 
seldom  visited  cxcej)t  by  sea  birds,  on  a  ccoiint  of 
the  dang-er  of  landin^;;.  \Ye  saw  some  time 
since,  a  bolt  of  lightnin^^  strike  on  the  summit  of 
this  rock,  with  a  trenicndous  crash.  It  appear- 
ed to  be,  as  ii  descended  froni  -the  dense,  black 
cloud,  nearly  as  large  round  as  a  man's  body, 
and  the  concussion  almost  stunned  persons  who 
were  witnessing  the  storm  from  the  piazzas  of 
the  hotel.  In  years  past,  many  eggs  of  sea- 
birds  have  been  obtained  on  this  rock.  Its  sum- 
mil  i<5  higher  than  the  ohservatory  on  .the  hotel. 
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Tun  Swallow's  Cave  is  a  passage  under  a 
hi^h  cliff  on  the  west  side  of  Nahant,  a  few 
rods  south  of  the  steamboat  wharf.  It  is  casiiiv 
accessible,  is  from  6  to  20  feet  high,  and  Irom 
5  to  14  feet  in  breadth;  extending  about  70 
feet,  opening-  to  the  water.  It  can  be  entered  ai 

.    ■  1 


about  half  tide.  The  swallows  have  built  their 
nests  in  the  upjjcr  part  of  this  cavern,  on  ledges 
or  7iotckcs  in  the  rocks.  The  passage  through 
it  is  rather  uneven,  but  may  nevertheless  be  ac- 
com])lished  b^^  ladies  with  ease  and  safety.  Pass- 
ing through  this  cave,  you  may  ascend  by  climb- 
ing over  the  rocks,  to  the  height  above,  without 
returning  the  Avay  you  descend  to  the  opening. 

The  Spouting  Horn  is  a  peculiar  fissure  in 
ihe  rocks,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Nahant,  near 
Lindsey's  Hill.  The  water  is  driven  in  by  the 
w*aves  through  a  deep  channel,  a  hundred  feet 
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before  it  enters  the  Spouting  Horn^  and  is  ihcti. 
(at  about  half  tide,)  forced  into  a  cavernous  tun- 
nel about  SO  feet,  from  thence  the  water  is  lit- 
erally '^spouted,"  and  tlius  returns  in  Iroth  and 
spray  to  nneet  the  next  wave.  Tn  a  storm,  it  is 
3  grand  sight,  and  is  at  all  times  worth  a  visit. 
A  path  leads  to  it,  and  it  is  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  hotel.  The  cliff  of  rocks  in  which  it  is 
formed,  is  about  50  feet  above  the  sea.,  but  the 
spectator  may  descend  to  the  entrance  of  the 
tunnel. 

PULPIT  ROCK. 

/^^ 


The  Pulpit  ICock  is  a  great  curiosity.  It 
stands  off  the  soutli  end  of  Nahant,  not  far  from 
the  Swallow's  Cave.  It  is  an  immense  square 
block  ofrock,  about  SO  feet  high,  having  a  square 
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open  space  st  top,  resembling  in  shape,  an  crin- 
chair,  which  is  called  the  pulpir.  It  is-  didicu'r 
to  reach  the  top  by  climbing,  the  sides  are 
perpendicular.  In  storms  the  waves  dash  ovt  r 
this  rock  with  great  foiee,  the  wind  driving  tl;c 
Bpraj  like  rain  all  around,  for  some  distance,  lu 
location  is  on  tlie  extreme  soiilherly  end  of  Na^ 
liant,  only  a  minute's  walk  from  the  hotel.  It  i« 
well  worth  a  visit. 

*'TiiE  Sisters,"  which  are  two  tall  slender 
rocks,  toward  the  S.  W.  point  of  Nahantj  a 
short  distance  from  Pulpit  rock,  resemble  each 
other  so  exactly  as  to  liave  obtained  ihe  name 
of  the  sisters. 

The  Smoke r's  Cave  is  a  recent  discovery, 
and  is  on  the  headland,  directly  below  the  Biii- 
iard  lioom.  It  is  a  nice  cool  cover,  under  the 
immense  shelving  rocks,  w^here  several  persons 
may  &it  and  smoke  tiieir  choice  cigar.  It  h  fur- 
nished with  a  spring  of  fresh  water. 

The ''Roaring  Cavern"  is  near  the  Smok- 
er's Cave,  on  the  left  of  it,  among  the  Bamc 
cluster  of  rooks.  It  is  a  ihin  shelving  cavern, 
wliich  extends  under  a  point  of  rocks,  and  the 
eea  breaking  in  on  the  opposite  side,  gives  forth 
a  roaring  sound,  resembling  at  times,  the  rum- 
bling of  distant  thunder. 

The  Natural  JJkidge  is  near  the  Pulpit 
Rock,  and  is  a  wedge  of  rocks,  as  it  were,  bus- 
pended  like  an  arch,  over  a  deep  and  broad  fis- 
sure. It  is  not  eas3''  to  cross  the  Bridge,  as  it  ii 
below  the  surrounding  ground. 


4S 

There  are  various  other  formationsj  possess- 
ing much  interest,  about  the  rocky  shore  and  the 
high  cliils  ofNahant,  which  the  curious  observer 
will  readily  discover.  On  the  Little  Nahant 
(nearest  Lynn,)  is  the  Grotto,  Wolf's  Cavern, 
Fox  Cavern,  &c.  On  the  Great  Nahant,  there 
are  also,  the  Dashing  Rock,  Iron  Mine,  &c. 

The  Indians  used  the  Lon^  Beach  as  their 
play  ground,  for  running,  leaping,  shootings, 
dancing-,  fool-ball.  Sec. 

The  harbors  and  coves  about  Nahant  were 
famous  for  Ducks,  so  that  persons  have  killed 
*'50  Duckes  at  a  shot."  Sportsmen  frequect 
Nahant  now  for  the  same  game,  in  the  winter 
season,  but  Bcldom  do  so  Vy^ell  as  the  above. 


^        HISTOraCAL  MEIMORANDA- 

In  Thoraas  Dexter,  (the  purel^aserof 

Nahant,)  was  ordered  to  be  *'setin  the  bilbo wes, 
disfranchised  and  fined  XjC.  for  spcaJci7ig  le- 
proachful  and  Bcdilious  it'07'(/5  against  the  gov- 
ernment here  established.'* 

The  same  year,  the  poor  Indian,  Black  Wil  ■ 
Ham,  (who  sold  Nahant  to  farmer  Dexter,)  was 
hung  at  Richman's  Island,  Scarborough,  Me., 
**in  revenge  for  the  murder  of  Walter  Bagnall, 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  the  Sd  of  Oc- 
tober, 16Si."  It  docs  not  appear  that  Black 
William  had  any  part  in  the  murder,  and  if  he 
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had,  Gov.  Winthrop  says  tliat  Bagnall  was  *'a 
wicked  fellow  and  had  much  wronged  the  In- 
dians." 

In  16S4,  on  training-day,  hy  direction  of  Mr 
Hunij)hrey,  Capt.  Turner  went  with  his  comj)a« 
ny  to  Nphant,' to  hunt  the  wolves  hy  which  \i 
was  infested. 

In  1C35,  Jan.  11,  it  was  '^voled  by  the  free- 
man of  the  towne,  that  these*mcn  underwritten 
shall  have  liberty  to  plant  and  build  at  NahaKt, 
and  shall  possess  each  man  land  for  the  said  pur- 
pose, and  proceeding  in  the  trade  of  fisliing. — 
Mr  Humfreys,  Daniel  Flow,  Mr  Ballard,  Joseph 
Belknap,  Francis  Dent,  Timothy  Tornlins, 
Ilichard  Walker,  Thomas  Talmage,  Henry 
Fenkes." 

Jan.  18,  *^It  is  ordered  by  the  freemen  of  the 
lowne,  that  all  such  persons  as  are  assigned  any 
land  at  Naliant,  to  further  the  trade  of  making 
fish,  that  if  they  do  not  proceed  i^ccordingly  to 
forward  the  said  trade,  but  either  doe  grow  re- 
miss, or  else  give  it  quite  over,  that  then  sll 
such  lotts  sliali  be  forfeited  againe  to  the  towne, 
to  dispose  of  as  shall  be  thought  fit." 

1637,  on  the  15th  November,  the  name  of  the 
town  was  changed  from  Saugus  to  Lynn.  The 
Court  record  is,  **Saugust  is  called  Lin." 

I6SS,  on  15th  March,  ^'Lynn  was  granted  6 
miles  into  the  country;  and  M  r  Hawthorne  and 
Lcift  Davenport  to  view  and  inlbrm  how  the 
land  beyond  lyclh,  whether  it  be  fit  for  another 
plantation  or  no."    From  this  sprung  Lynnfield. 

In  1646,  Thomas  Dexter  was  presented  at  the 
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Quarlerl}^  sessions  in  August,  for  a  common 
sleeper  in  meetings  for  ])ublic  worship,  and  fined. 

1652,  Winnepurkitt,  on  the  1st  of  April, inort- 
gaged  '^all  that  tract  of  land  commonly  called 
Nahant,''  lo  Nicholas  Davison  of  Cliarlestown, 
*^for  twenty  pounds  sterling  dew  many  yeer." 

In  1GG0,  three  acres  of  land  at  Nahant,  apart  • 
of  Edward  Holyoke's  estate,  were  sold  for  £6.  - 
Two  oxen  were  sold  at  the  same  time  for  £3S. 

16GS.  ISlh  June,  Eobcrt  Taige  of  Boston, 
v/as  presented,  '^for  settinge  saille  from  Nahant, 
in  his  boatc,  being  Loaden  willi  .vocd,  there  by 
Profaining  the  Lord'f;  daye.*' 

Christopher  Lindsey,  (whose  name  is  preserv- 
ed in  Lindsey's  Ilillj)  died  this  year.  He  lived 
on  Nahant. 

1678,  Jan^cs  Mills  lived  on  Nahant,  one  of 
the  first  inliabitants.  Rice's  tavern  now  stands 
on  the  spot  where  he  lived.  He  was  a  shep- 
lierd  and  had  seven  children.  Dorothy's  Cove* 
was  so  named  after  one  of  his  daughters,  who 
used  to  bathe  there  very  frequently. 

In  1G89,  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  then  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  assumed  the  ownership  of  Na- 
hant with  the  in(ention  of  bestowing  it  on-Ed- 
w^ard  Uandol])!),  his  Secretary,  as  a  reward  for 
his  services.  This  caused  more  trouble  to  the 
people  of  the  plantation.  Randolph  petitioned 
Andros  for  the  gift. 

In  remonstrating  against  this  proceeding,  the 
town  stale,  tliat  they  have  possessed  and  im- 
proved Nahant,  ''well  onward  to  sixty  years;'' 
that  they  '*have  paid  iheii  monies  by  way  of  pur- 
chase" for  it,  and  that  it  is  the  only  secure  place 
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they  have  ^^for  the'  grazing  of  some  ihousa7id$ 
of  shcep.^* 

There  is  a  ledge  of  rocks  on  the  northern 
shore  of  Nahant,  once  thought  to  he  valuahie, 
as  an  Iron  Mine.  In  ITOlj  the  town  voted,  that 
*^Mr  liuhhard  of  Braintree,  should  give  three 
shillings  for  every  ton  of  Rock  jMine,  that  he 
has  from  Nahant,  to  the  town,  for  the  town's  use, 
and  he  to  have  so  much  as  ihe  town  sees  conve- 
nient."   We  suspect  he  did  not  use  much  of  it. 

In  1695,  the  Nahant  vras  claimed  hy  Mrs  Mary 
Daffern  and  Mrs  Martlia  Padishall,  widows  and 
heiresses  of  Richard  Woodey,  Jr.  then  laic 
of  Boston,  deceased.  They  were  defaulted  hy 
the  Court.  Their  claim  was  founded  on  Dexter^s 
purchase. 

In  1698,  this  year  James  Mills  killed  five  fox- 
es on  Nahant. 

The  town  ordered  that  no  person  should  cut 
more  than  seven  trees  on  Nahant,  under  a  pen- 
alty of  forty  shillings  for  each  tree  exceeding 
that  numher. 

In  1704,  6th  March,  the  town  took  measures 
to  prevent  the  cutting  down  of  trees,  S:c.  at  Na- 
hant. *'Being  informed  that  several  persons  had 
cut  down  several  trees  or  bushes  in  Nahant, 
whereby  there  is  likely  to  be  no  shade  for  the  crea- 
tures^ voted,  that  no  person  hereafter  should  cut 
any  tree  or  hush  theie,  under  penalty  of  lOs. 

In  1706,  at  Lynn,  the  lands  held  "in  common," 
including  Nahant  and  excej)ting  only  the  train- 
ingfield,  were  divided  among  the  freeholders.-— 
Nahant  was  laid  out  in  ranges,  and  in  small  lots 
of  from  20  Poles  to  five  acres. 
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In  the  great  snow  storm  of  2717j  a  great  num- 
ber of  Deer  came  from  the  woods  for  food,  and 
some  fled  to  Nahant,  and  being  chased  by  the 
wolves^  leaped  into  the  sea,  and  were  drowned. 

1722.  Betwen  1698  and  1722,  there  were  kil- 
led in  Lynn  woods  and  on  Nahantj  428  foxes, 
for  which  the  town  ]iaid  2s  each. 

1749.  An  extremely  hot  and  dry  summer. — 
Immense  multitudes  of  grasshoppers  appeared. 
They  were  so  numerous  at  Nahant  that  the  in- 
habitants walked  together  with  bushes  in  their 
hands,  and  drove  them  by  thousands,  into  tlie 
sea.  Hay  was  scarce  and  imported  from  England 

Before  the  year  1800,  there  were  only  three 
dwelling  houses  at  Nahant,  viz.  the  houses  of 
Jonathan  Johnson,  Nelieraiah  Breed,  and  Abner 
Hood.  The  frame  of  the  first  named  house,  built 
about  120  yrs.  ago,  is  now  in  the  liousc  of  Caleb 
Johnson, 

In  1803,  Aug.  23,  a  hotel  on  tlic  western  part 
of  Nahant  was  burnt — the  only  house  ever  burnt 
there.  It  was  owned  by  Capt.  Joseph  Johnson, 
and  was  soon  after  rebuilt. 

In  1809,  Sept.  20,  a  flock  of  sheep  on  Nahant 
^yas  struck  by  lightning,  and  IS  killed. 

In  1817,  the  first  of  the  new  cottages  was  built 
hy  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Perkins,  near  the  Spouting 
Horn. 

The  Sea  Serpent  is  said  first  to  have  been 
Been  this  year,  at  Gloucester,  Cape  Ann. 

In  1818,  a  neat  stone  building  was  erected  for 
a  school  house  and  library,  in  which  divine  ser- 
vice was  occasionally  performed.  An  elegant 
folio  Prayer  Book,  once  the  property  of  Geo. 
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IV.  of  England,  was  presented  to  this  library  by 
the  lady  of  Governor  Gore.  Several  hundred 
volumes  were  received  as  donations,  from  Bos- 
ton and  other  places. 

This  year  a  committee  of  five  persons  from 
different  towns  was  ap])ointed  to  settle  ihc  long 
existing- difficulties  between  the  proprietor?,  of  Na. 
hant  lots  and  ihe  people  of  Lynn,  to  the  right  to 
take  sea  weed,  sand,  stone,  drift  wood,  &c.  from 
the  coves  and  beaches  of  Nnhant.  The  Coromit- 
tee,  however,  did  not  decide  upon  the  matter. 

In  1820,  June,  the  steam  boat  Eagle  run  be- 
tween Hingham  and  Boston,  and  Boston  and 
Nahant,  leaving*  Hingham  at  6  a.  m.;  Boston  at 
9;  Nahant  at  S  1-2  p.  .m.  and  Boston  for  Hing- 
harn  again,  at  5. 

'I'he  Hotel  was  built  this  year,  by  Hon.  Thos. 
H.  Perkins,  Dr  Edw.  H.  Jiobbins,  and  others. 

In  July,  the  Sea  Serpent  was  again  seen.  On 
5lh  Aug.  it  was  seen  off  Phillips's  Point,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant — sea  calm.  J.  B. 
Lewis,  Andrew  Reynolds  and  Benj.  King,  went 
out  in  a  boat  after  him,  and  got  within  30  yards 
of  him.  One  of  them  counted  23  bunches  on 
his  back;  head  black,  resembling  common  ser- 
pent?, two  feet  above  tlie  water,  and  about  the 
Bize  of  a  common  fire  bucket.  Was  seen  again 
the  next  day. 

\  1S32.  A  new  and  beautiful  church  was  biiili 
this  year,  by  funds  furnished  chiefly  by  the  lib- 
eral subscriptions  of  the  summer  residents. 

1842.  Tills  year  the  residents  at  Nahant  pe- 
tioned  for  incorporation  as  a  separate  tcAvn, 
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